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23 March 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As you will be well aware, all key stage 4 examinations (including vocational 

qualifications) in the summer 2021 series were cancelled by the government at the 

start of January this year. Instead, students will receive grades based on 

assessments by their teachers.  

Following this decision, Ofqual and the DfE launched joint consultations on the 

awarding of GCSE and vocational grades this year. The outcomes of this 

consultation were published on 25 February and since then we have been working 

hard in school to determine how grades can be awarded fairly to our students. 

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with some information on how we will be 

submitting grades for your son/daughter and the quality assurance processes that 

we will be implementing to ensure that grades are fair, consistent and robust. 

As previously communicated, we will also be holding an online information evening 

via Zoom tomorrow evening (Wednesday 24 March at 6:30pm), where we will go into 

more detail about our plans for gathering evidence to support teachers in their 

assessments and provide you with a forum for asking questions about the process. A 

link for the meeting will be sent out via Parent Mail to primary contacts tomorrow. We 

politely request that all attendees join using their full name and with their camera 

enabled. 

On Friday you will receive a full timetable of assessments that your child will need to 

complete after Easter.  We hope that this will enable you and your child to organise 

your child’s work schedule over Easter and for the coming weeks. We would 

appreciate your support in discussing this with your child. 

 

How will teachers make judgements on the grades? 

➢ Teachers will use a range of evidence of pupils’ work, like 
coursework/NEAs, practice papers, internal exams and classwork, to 
inform their decisions.  



 

 

➢ Teachers will let pupils know what evidence they will use before 
submitting grades to the exam board. This is so pupils can confirm it is 
their own work, and let teachers know of any mitigating circumstances 
that might have affected it. 

➢ Teachers will only assess pupils based on the curriculum content that 
has been taught and the teacher assessed grades that are submitted to 
the awarding bodies will reflect the standard at which a student is 
working, so that, as far as possible, it reflects what a student knows, 
understands and can do. 
 

How will parents and students know that grades have been awarded fairly? 

➢ We will have an internal quality assurance process in place that will take 
into consideration our results in last year and national statistics. This is 
to make sure teachers’ judgements are not too harsh or lenient. 

➢ Exam boards will also have their own quality assurance process. They 
will check that our internal procedure is fair before they process any 
grades, and they might also visit our school to review evidence from 
some subjects.  

➢ We will submit a declaration to the exam board confirming that we have 
followed the requirements for our internal quality assurance process. 

 

What about vocational qualifications? 

➢ If a student is taking a vocational qualification to progress to further or 
higher education, they will not have exams. A grade will also be awarded 
based on teachers’ judgements. 

 

When will grades be submitted and results be published? 

➢ All teacher assessed grades (TAGs) have to be submitted to the exam 
boards by Friday 18 June. 

➢ Results day for GCSE and equivalent vocational qualifications is 
Thursday 12 August. 

 

Can students appeal? 

➢ All pupils will have the right to appeal their grade. Details of our appeals 
process for this year will be available on the school website later in the 
year. 

In conclusion, we would like to take this opportunity to reassure you that we want 
the very best for your son/daughter. We will do everything we can to ensure that 
the GCSE grades they receive on 12 August reflect the knowledge and 



 

 

understanding that they have gained in their chosen subjects. It is important, 
however, that your child recognises the importance of the coming weeks. They will 
need to work hard, be organised and be sufficiently well-prepared to demonstrate 
the level of attainment they have achieved in their continuing educational journey. 

If you have any additional questions that we have not managed to answer in this 
letter or during the online meeting then do not hesitate to contact either myself 
galbraithf@goldington.beds.sch.uk or Mrs Ross, rossj@goldington.beds.sch.uk. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Francis Galbraith 
Principal 
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