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26 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Year 11 parents and students 
 
As we are now in the fourth week of remote teaching, I wanted to take this opportunity to 

update you on some messages that we have been sharing with our teachers. 

First, we have been immensely grateful for the feedback we have received from parents and 

students and this has helped us to continually refine our practice so that the students get 

the best possible experience that they can from online learning.  

You have told us that the Teams lessons are going well, but that there is an awful lot of 

additional work and, at times, this can be overwhelming for the pupils.  

While there is still a lack of clarity about how the students will be assessed, we cannot 

stress enough the importance of your child attending lessons and doing the work that is set 

for them to do, however, we have asked all teachers to give due consideration to the 

following: 

• To allow as much interaction as possible during the Teams lessons (breakout rooms, 

chat, cold calling) to enable a sense of community. 

• To only set work on SMHW, not on Teams. 

• To avoid asking the students to finish off work from the lesson as well as setting them 

extra homework.  

• To ensure that all the lessons are scheduled on Teams. 

• To make sure that students are still being ‘taught’ rather than just revising/doing 

exam questions, especially as we don't know what their assessments will actually 

look like. 

Hopefully these minor adjustments will alleviate some of the pressures for our students.  

Finally, I would like, once again, to reiterate my firm belief that spending some time outdoors 

away from screens is invaluable to our mental health and wellbeing, so please encourage 

them from me to go out for a good walk! 

 
 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Francis Galbraith 
Principal 
 


