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22 May 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I write with information regarding your child’s schooling at Goldington Academy after 
half term.   
 
Having looked carefully at the guidance from Public Health England and a number of 
other key pieces of information, we will not be opening school for Year 10 pupils from 
1 June.  Instead we will keep this under review and be in touch if and when anything 
significant changes.  Children of key workers and other children deemed to be 
potentially vulnerable will, however, continue to have places in school if they so wish.  
Please contact myself if you believe your child may require a place.   
 
Arrangements for your child’s education after half term are as follows: 
 
Key Stage Three (Years 7-9) 

Work will continue to be set on Showmyhomework (SMHW), continuing with the 

model that we have used to date: BBC Bitesize as the core for English, maths and 

science lessons, with half term project work being set in all other subjects. Some 

pupils have requested work in addition to the Bitesize lessons, so supplementary 

optional work has been set in the core subjects, again on SMHW. Please encourage 

your child to work at the depth and pace that best suits them. 

Year 10 

Undoubtedly next year is a critical year for students in Year 10 and we expect every 

single child in this cohort to be working independently, studiously and with self-

discipline. The work that is being set is part of the GCSE curriculum and it is really 

important that pupils do what they can at home not to fall behind. Please remember 

that your teachers are working every day and can be contacted at any time by email 

or a comment on SMHW. I would strongly encourage all parents to log in to SMHW if 

they have not already done so. This will enable you to see all the work that has been 

set, read the teacher’s feedback (if the method of feedback is given on SMHW) and 

track whether your child is submitting the work as requested. Your support in making 



 

 

sure your child is working diligently at home is greatly appreciated. If you need help 

in setting yourself up on SMHW, please email sacren@goldington.beds.sch.uk 

In addition, all Year 10 students have a log-in to GCSEPod, which has a wealth of 

short, tailored videos that can support understanding and revision. GCSEPod can be 

accessed via the school website. The website itself has a wide variety of support 

materials in all subjects. These can be accessed from the homepage following 

Learning – Curriculum Subjects. 

Year 11 

We have been delighted with the support we have had from local sixth form 

providers and we are pleased that they have shared with us transition work that will 

help to prepare our Year 11s for sixth form study. 

Behind the scenes, teachers have been working really hard, using their professional 

experience and their knowledge of the students, to make fair and objective 

judgements of the grades they believe a student would have achieved had they sat 

their exams this year. We are now close to submitting them to the exam boards who 

will then standardize the results using statistical methodology. 

When we return after half term, we will be offering some live lessons using Microsoft 

Teams, which will ensure students get an increased amount of personal, tailored 

input from their teachers. I will communicate the detail of this after the holiday. 

I hope you are able to enjoy the half term break with your family and we will once 
again be in touch week beginning 1 June. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Francis Galbraith 
Principal  
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