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5 March 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Year 11 Parents/Carers 
 
I wanted to write to you as the week draws to a close with a specific update for Year 
11. 
 
As you know your child’s GCSE results will be awarded at the end of the year through 
a process based on teacher assessment.  A little bit of background.  Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland made the decision to award GCSEs in this way a number of 
months ago, but in England this decision was taken much later as the government 
were determined, if at all possible, for students to sit normal GCSE exams.  After a 
consultation period in January, the government’s guidance on schools delivering 
GCSEs was only published last Thursday.  If you are interested, the link is below: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach
ment_data/file/965005/6747-1_decisions_-
_GQ_consultation_on_awarding_grades_in_2021.pdf 
 
At the moment, we are finalising the details of our assessment programme that will run 
after Easter.  The assessments will be planned to ensure teachers have sufficient 
evidence of a student’s performance to inform their judgements.  We are also mindful 
of the need not to overwhelm the students. 
 
Some dates that you may be interested in: 
 
 

Tuesday 9 March 

 

• Mr Galbraith assembly to welcome Year 11 back 
and explain what we know about the rest of the 
school year 
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Wednesday 24 March 

 

• Assembly to Year 11 to explain details of the 
assessment procedures post Easter (Mr Galbraith) 
 

• Letter home to all Year 11 parents and pupils 
outlining how GCSE grades will be awarded at 
Goldington 
 

• Zoom meeting to outline what we know about the 
awarding of GCSE Grades.  All Year 11 parents 
invited.  Link to be sent on day of meeting 
 

 
 
We are obviously delighted to welcome your child back to school on Monday!  
Please remember that although the main bulk of GCSE assessment will take place 
after Easter, I do want to finish by emphasising that how hard your child works now, 
their attitude to learning and their completion of homework are all likely to play a part 
in their teacher deciding what is the appropriate grade to award them this summer. 
 
Take care and I look forward to seeing you in the zoom call on Wednesday 24 
March.  Thank you for your tremendous support of the school since Christmas. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Francis Galbraith 
Principal 


