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September 2020 
 
 
Dear parents/carers, 

As we prepare to welcome all children back to school on Monday, I wanted to 
confirm the arrangements we have put in place in light of the updated public health 
advice to minimise coronavirus (Covid-19) risks.  Please rest assured that we have 
taken all reasonable steps to protect pupils and staff from harm. 

In essence, the plan that I communicated to you in July remains unchanged: pupils 
in years 7 to 9 will learn in class ‘bubbles’ and pupils in years 10 and 11 will learn in 
year group ‘bubbles’, which will allow them to study their full GCSE curriculum.  Each 
bubble will have, a separate entrance and exit and a separate area for breaks and 
lunchtimes.  Lunchtimes will be staggered so that bubbles don’t overlap. 

Current guidance stipulates that following steps are the most important to prevent 
the spread of coronavirus (Covid-19) and our risk assessment has taken all of these 
into account: 

1. Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who 
have coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household who 
does, do not attend school. 

2. Clean hands more thoroughly more often than usual. 

3. Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it 
approach. 

4. Introduce enhanced cleaning, including frequently cleaning touched surfaces 
often. 

5. Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing where 
possible. 

As you will no doubt be aware, the guidance surrounding face coverings has 
changed somewhat, however the government is not recommending the universal 
use of face coverings in all schools.  In fact, the guidance makes clear that ‘face 
coverings will not be necessary in the classroom even where social distancing is not 
possible’.  As Bedford is not currently an area where a local lockdown or restrictions 
are in place, we, at Goldington Academy have evaluated that the wearing of face 



coverings anywhere in school are not a necessity.  Movement around school in 
communal areas (such as corridors) will be kept within bubbles and kept to a 
minimum, hence we feel confident at this time that social distancing can be 
maintained.  Although the wearing of face masks will not therefore be mandatory in 
communal spaces, if your child chooses to wear one, please talk to them about the 
correct way to put on and remove a mask and make sure they have a disposable 
plastic bag in which to store their mask when it is not being worn (e.g. during lesson 
time).  We will, of course, spend some time on Monday morning reiterating the 
school’s expectations for keeping everybody safe.   

Should you have any specific concerns about your child’s health, please feel free to 
contact either myself or Mrs Ross if you feel there is a valid reason why your child 
should be allowed to wear a face covering or take additional safety measures in 
school.   

For further information and details such as the timing of the school day, please refer 
to the letter that you received in July, which I have attached for ease of reference.   

Finally, a few key reminders:  

• please make sure your child is fully equipped for the school day;  
• walking or cycling to school is strongly encouraged; 
• we will be asking our students to return to school in full school uniform’ 
• we strongly encourage pupils to come to school without a mobile phone 

(which will have to be handed in at the small hall as usual). 
• as the water fountains will not be in use, it would be wise to send your child to 

school with a full bottle of water 

When children arrive at school on Monday, they will be met by their Head of Year 
and the Senior Leadership Team, who will guide them to their designated area. 

It only remains for me to say how excited we all are to welcome back our existing 
pupils and to warmly welcome our new Year 7 cohort.  All of us will take every 
measure that we can to make sure your child’s return to school is as normal, positive 
and supportive as it can be.  We can’t wait to get back to some proper teaching and 
learning! 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Francis Galbraith 
Principal 
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July 2020 
 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
As we approach the end of term, I wanted to start by thanking you for your 
overwhelming support during this unprecedented time of lockdown.  The numerous 
messages of encouragement and thanks have been gratefully received as we have 
all tried to navigate our way through circumstances that none of us could have 
predicted at the start of 2020. 
 
Looking forward to September, we are delighted that the Government has 
announced its intention to have all pupils back in all year groups.  As you can 
imagine, the advice for reopening is extensive and every decision that we make will 
be made with the health and wellbeing of both our pupils and our staff at the forefront 
of our minds. 
 
It is my intention to write to you again in the final week of August, but I have outlined 
below the broad principles of our return.  It is worth noting that attendance will be 
mandatory from the beginning of the autumn term. 
 
For all year groups we intend, wherever possible, to follow the same broad and 
balanced curriculum that would have been on offer pre-Covid-19. 
 
Teaching and Learning 
 
Key Stage Three (Years 7-9) 
 
Each form group will be allocated a specific room, with Year 7 on the top floor, Year 
8 on the middle floor and Year 9 on the ground floor.  Pupils will spend the majority 
of their time in the same room and their teachers will move to them.  There are some 
obvious exceptions to that (e.g.  PE).  This will allow us to create classroom ‘bubbles’ 
within a larger year group bubble. 
 
Key Stage Four (Years 10 & 11) 
 
Each year group will be allocated a dedicated area of the school, but there will be 
more movement between classes.  This will allow the students to follow all of their 
GCSE courses and learn in the appropriate sets and tiers (e.g. English, maths and 
science; foundation or higher).  Years 10 and 11 will therefore operate within year 



 

 

group bubbles and have wider access to the resources of the school (e.g.  
keyboards, DT facilities etc).  These details will be confirmed before our return in 
September. 
 
Equipment 
 
Clearly there will be no sharing of resources outside a ‘bubble’ and any sharing of 
any resources within a bubble will be kept to an absolute minimum.  It goes without 
saying that enhanced cleaning guidance will be adhered to and a full risk 
assessment put in place.  It will be essential that your child is equipped and sent to 
school in September with the following named items: 
 

• Blue and black pens 
• Pencils 
• 2B pencils (for art) 
• Colouring pencils 
• Calculator (Casio FX-85GTX Scientific Calculator or FX-83GTX) 
• Glue stick 
• Ruler 
• Rubber 

 
We will provide each child with a whiteboard, a whiteboard pen, a purple pen and a 
named plastic wallet.  We will ask that all equipment is kept in their wallets at school 
and handed out at the beginning of each day.   
 
The beginning and end of the school day 
 
In order to reduce footfall and encourage social distancing, children will be asked to 
arrive at school at the following times: 
 

Year 7   between 8.30am and 8.40am 
Years 10 & 11  between 8.40am and 8.50am 
Years 8 & 9   between 8.50am and 9.00am. 

 
Each year group will be allocated a separate stairwell to keep movement in and 
around school within year group bubbles.   
 
We would strongly recommend that your child does not bring a mobile phone into 
school, however if they choose to, they will be handed in and collected as normal in 
the small hall. 
 
At the end of the day, pupils will be dismissed as follows: 
 

Years 10 & 11  3.30pm 
Years 8 & 9  3.35pm 
Year 7   3.40pm 



 

 

 
Breaks and lunchtimes 
 
Every week, on a rotational basis, each year group will be allocated a dedicated 
space to play during breaks and lunchtimes.  We are fortunate to have clearly 
marked spaces for this purpose: the MUGA, the field (when the weather is kind), the 
playground, the garden area and the roundabout.  As usual, staff will be on duty 
during breaks and lunches to make sure that the groups do not mix. 
 
We will continue to provide school dinners, but you may feel more comfortable 
supplying your child with a packed lunch.  In order to manage the ‘bubbles’, the 
lunch ‘hour’ will be extended and some year groups will collect their lunch and eat it 
in their classrooms.  Lunch rotas are as follows: 
 

Year 11  11.10am 
Year 7  11.35am 
Year 8  12.05pm 
Year 10  12.35pm 
Year 9    13.05pm 

 
Extra-curricular clubs 
 
Initially we will not be offering extra-curricular activities, although this will be reviewed 
weekly.  We will reintroduce breakfast club and homework club when we feel that it 
is safe to do so. 
 
When I write again at the end of August, I will reflect any updates to the Government 
advice, but I thought it would be useful to outline for you at this time how we see the 
full return to school being implemented.   
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very healthy and peaceful 
summer holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Francis Galbraith 
Principal 
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August 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
In light of the current pandemic, the school is changing the way PE is going to 
operate. 
 
The main changes are: 
 

• There will be no changing onsite as the changing rooms are not in use. 

• If your child is timetabled to do PE, your child should come into school wearing 
their SCHOOL PE kit and their blazer. 

• To keep the standards of uniform high, your child will only be allowed to wear 
the school PE kit (logo shirt, shorts for boys and skort for girls, white socks and 
trainers.) 

• As it may be indifferent weather in the autumn your child will be allowed to wear 
PLAIN BLACK OR NAVY bottoms. Only a small logo is permitted. DEFINITELY 
NO STRIPES OR DIFFERENT COLOURS. There will be a sanction if your 
child does not follow the uniform policy. 

• To help keep the standards of uniform as high as possible, we would 
appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 

Yours sincerely 
Mr Lodder/Miss Darvill 

Mr Lodder/Miss Darvill 
The PE Department  
Goldington Academy  
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