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2 October 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Now that September has passed, I wanted to write to you with an update on the past 
few weeks’ events at Goldington Academy. 
 
As you know, the Summer of 2020 was the first time the school had a Year 11 cohort 
sit GCSE and Vocational subjects.  Although the process by which the children were 
awarded their results was significantly different than the one we had anticipated, we 
were delighted with our results.  The following table illustrates the key headlines. 
 

 Goldington 
Results 
2019-20 

Provisional 
National 
Results 
2019-20 

Students attaining the new 9-5 strong passes in both 
English and mathematics   60.1% 51% 

 

Students attaining the new 9-4 (at least) standard 
passes in both English and mathematics   77.5% 73% 

 

Average Point Score (APS) for the English 
Baccalaureate subjects including English, 
mathematics, sciences, humanities and modern 
language   

5.06 4.5 

 

Progress 8 Score   0.14 0 
 

You may also find it useful to know that  
 

• 81 students achieved a GCSE grade 7 or higher in at least one subject and  

• 25% of students got at least five grade 7 GCSEs or higher. 
 

Arguably the most important figure for us in the table is the Progress Score, which 
shows that students at Goldington Academy made significantly more progress over 
their five years of education than the national average for 2020.  These figures 
represent an excellent set of results for our children. 
 



Francis Galbraith 

Principal 

This month has, of course, been dominated by our full re-opening as a school.  You 
will already be aware of how the bubble system operates for your child.  Overall, I 
have been delighted with our full return.  Our attendance currently stands at 95% 
and compares extremely well with other schools both nationally and in Bedford 
Borough.  With regard to the two positive cases of Covid that we have had, we were 
able to isolate all affected pupils rapidly, following all Public Health guidance and 
quickly put in place a remote education programme for those children that involves 
daily live teaching. 
 
In other news we are delighted with our new Art block.  You may have seen pictures 
on Twitter of our retiring Chair of Governors, Diane Field, who safely opened the 
building in September.  It is fabulous and our purchase of a kiln (fitted in October) will 
be another super addition to the facilities at school. 
 
Our Virtual Open Evening was launched yesterday and I am sure you will be 
interested in seeing the film, the facilities and the children in action, particularly if you 
have a child in Year 6 who is looking to join us in September 2021. The tour can be 
viewed at: 
 
https://www.goldingtonacademytour.co.uk 
 
In addition, we have done a lot of work recently to update our website, which we 
view as an important teaching and learning tool as well as the place to find out 
information regarding our school.  Details about our curriculum provision, along with 
resources, course overviews and recommended reading lists can all be found in the 
Learning section of our website, which can be accessed via this link: 
 
https://www.goldington.beds.sch.uk/learning/curriculum-overview 
 
Finally, if you wish to contact any member of staff, please remember that all teacher 
emails can be found here: 
 
https://www.goldington.beds.sch.uk/about/staff 
 
With regard to public examinations in 2021, we continue to wait for detailed 
government guidance.  We are, of course, preparing the Year 11s for full public 
exams, but we are also aware of the importance of regular assessment in case we 
have to once again submit Curriculum Assessment Grades (CAGs).  As we know 
more about the government’s plans we will update you further. 
 
I hope your child has enjoyed returning to Goldington in September.  We have 
certainly thoroughly enjoyed having them back! 
 
Yours sincerely 
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