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7 October 2021 
 
 
Dear Y11 Parent/Student 
 
GCSEs 2022 
 
In 2020 and 2021 it was necessary for the government to cancel national exams due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.  However, for 2022 it is the government’s firm intention that 
students will take formal exams, set and marked by the exam boards, as they feel this is 
the fairest form of assessment. 
 
In July 2021, Ofqual and the Department for Education (DfE) published a joint consultation 
on assessment arrangements for GCSEs, AS and A levels in England in summer 2022.  
This proposed a range of adaptations to exams and assessments in light of the impact of 
the pandemic.    
 
The outcomes of the consultation and the proposed changes were published last week.  
We thought that it would be helpful for us to summarise these changes for you.  They 
include: 
 

• A choice of topics or content on which students will be assessed in GCSE English 
literature, history and geography  
 

• Providing advance information (by 7 February 2022 at the latest) on the focus of 
exams to support students’ revision in subjects where there is not a choice of topics  
 

• Giving students formulae sheets in GCSE maths and revised equation sheets in 
GCSE combined science and physics  
 

• Changing requirements for practical science work and practical art and design 
assessments to ensure fairness  
 

To view the complete document visit: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/
1021743/6834_Decisions_for_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_l
evels_in_2022.pdf 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1021743/6834_Decisions_for_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_in_2022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1021743/6834_Decisions_for_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_in_2022.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1021743/6834_Decisions_for_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_in_2022.pdf


Although, the government’s intention is that exams will go ahead next year, Ofqual and the 
DfE are currently consulting on a contingency plan due to the unpredictability of the 
pandemic.  Should exams have to be cancelled again, they are proposing that they are 
replaced with Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs), just as they were this year.                       
This consultation closes on Wednesday 13 October.    
 
With TAGs being a possible alternative to formal examinations if the situation with the 
pandemic worsens, we feel that it is important that we communicate with parents/students 
that assessments that take place over the course of the year could be called upon as 
evidence.  Therefore, it is important that all students approach any assessments and their 
mock exams with this in mind.    
 
We will continue to communicate with you throughout the year, providing regular updates 
on the summer exam series, as and when we receive relevant information.   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Francis Galbraith 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


