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April 2022 
 
 
Dear parent/carer 
 
Attached, you will find a copy of the GCSE options booklet, which provides you with all the information 
that you need to help your child select their GCSE and vocational subject choices. Please take the time 
to read it through thoroughly with your child as it is designed to answer any questions that you may have. 
 
For many families, the choices will already have been made, and your child will be quite confident about 
which subjects they want to carry forward into Year 10.  For others, however, there may still be some 
questions or uncertainty remaining.  I would therefore like to invite you to an optional GCSE Options 
Evening on Wednesday 27 April.   
 
During the evening, there will be the opportunity to hear a short presentation given by myself  
(6.30 pm, 7.00 pm, 7.30 pm and 8.00 pm in the Drama Centre), where I will explain how the GCSE 
options process works.  In addition, you and your son/daughter will be able to meet the subject leaders 
and discuss with them what options might be appropriate for them.  If you have already made your 
subject choices, there is no need to attend the meeting. 

In addition to English Language, English Literature, maths, PE and Life Skills, all children will spend 5 
hours per week studying physics, biology and chemistry whether they study separate science or 
combined science.  The school will recommend which of these courses it is better for your child to do 
later in key stage 4. 

If you are already using the SIMS Parent App then you do not need to do anything until the system opens 
and you will receive an email to say when this will be. However, if you are not already using the SIMS 
Parent App then you will receive an invite today to set up your account with instructions on how to 
activate it. If you are experiencing any issues setting up your account please email 
spinellil@goldington.beds.sch.uk. 

The Year Ten options booklet needs to be completed and submitted by Tuesday 10 May using the 
Options Online system.  

We plan to let your child know before the end of the academic year the option choices he/she has 
been allocated with this process. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Francis Galbraith 
Principal 
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Options Online – How to Guide 
 

 

If you already use the SIMS Parent App please skip to the next section on how to access 
and choose your child’s GCSE options. 
 
If you do not already use the SIMS Parent App please see below information regarding 
how to register: 
 

1. You will receive a registration email from noreply@sims.co.uk containing a unique 
invitation code. You will need this code to set up your SIMS Online Services account. 
If you have not yet received a registration email, please check your junk folder. 
 

2. Follow the link in the email which will direct you to the sign in page. 
 

3. Users will be asked to sign in using an existing log in for one of the following 
accounts: Microsoft, Twitter, Facebook, Google or Office 365. DO NOT SIGN IN 
USING SIMS ID. For example, if you click the Microsoft icon, you will be asked for the 
user name and password you already use for your Microsoft account – you will not 
be setting up a new account; so, it is wise to use an existing log in that you 
remember the password for! 

 
 

4. For verification purposes, parents are required to enter the date of birth of the child 
whose choices they wish to enter.  
 

5. Once registration has been completed successfully, pupil/students can access their 
details and parents can access their child’s details. 
 
 

Once the registration process is complete, users can sign in via the following URL: 
SIMS Options Online https://www.sims-options.co.uk 

 
 
 

https://www.sims-options.co.uk/


USING THE SIMS PARENT APP 
 

1. If you log in to the SIMS Parent app, you will see the Options Online section appear 
at the bottom of the homepage called ‘SIMS Options’ – tap to open this. 
 

 
 

2. You will then be taken to another browser where you will need to log in to the 
system using the log in you used to get into the app. This is an existing log in for one 
of the following accounts: Microsoft, Twitter, Facebook, Google or Apple. DO NOT 
SIGN IN USING SIMS ID.  
 

 
 

3. Once you log into the system you will be presented with the options page. There are 
important instructions on how to select the choices so if you can’t see these 
instructions, please ensure that you select the ‘Show Notes’ option: 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

These are the 
instructions you 
need to see 



4. To make your child’s choices, simply tap the option you want (over the name of the 
subject) which will appear in blue once selected. 
 

 
 

5. You may have a block where more than one option is required, so please select the 
subjects in order your child wishes to study them (the first subject you choose will be 
the most preferred choice for them to study). Confirmation of your preferences will 
appear further down the screen, so please double check these to ensure the order is 
correct. 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If the order is incorrect, you can simply tap the subject in the choices 
section until the bar is no longer blue and reselect in the correct order. 
 

6. You will need to choose a reserve subject for the Open Options block and the 
instructions on the app will tell you when you need to do this. To select a reserve 
subject just tap the ‘reserve’ button next to the subject and then it should appear in 
orange. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

7. Continue to follow the instructions until all choices have been made and hit save in 
the top left of the page when you are finished. 

 
 
 
 
 



USING A COMPUTER 
 

1. Navigate to the Options Online website using the following link: https://www.sims-
options.co.uk and sign in. 

 

2. You will see your child’s information displayed along with helpful notes explaining 
what is required in order to select your child’s preferences. (If the notes do not 
appear, please select ‘Show Notes’ at the top of the screen to the right of the ‘Save’ 
button.) 

 

 
 

3. You may have both single choice blocks and multiple-choice blocks to make 
selections from, but both work in the same way. Selection blocks will say at the top 
how many choices are required and will go on to list the subjects you can choose 
from.  

 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Some subjects can be listed in two different blocks. For example, if you want 
to study Geography and History, you can choose one option in the Humanities block and the 
other option in the Options block. You will see in the graphic below that Geography was 

https://www.sims-options.co.uk/
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chosen in the Humanities block, so it will not allow you to choose it again; however, you can 
still choose to study History here. 
 

 
 

4. To make your child’s choices, simply select the option you want which will appear in 
blue, and keep selecting in the order of preference, the first subject you select 
should be the subject your child wishes to study the most, and so on. 

 

 
 
If you are selecting more than one choice in a block, please check the order in which you 
have selected your preferences; this will appear on the right-hand side of the screen. 
 

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: If the order is incorrect you can simply click the subject in the choices section 
until the bar is no longer blue and reselect in the correct order. 
 

5. In some selection blocks you will be required to choose a reserve subject; this is so 
you have a back-up option in case any of your top subject choices are full. Obviously, 
we will try our best to ensure all students are happy with their selections, but it is 
important to choose a reserve subject you would be happy to study. To select your 
reserve subject, simply click on the ‘reserve’ button on the right of the subject – this 
should then appear in orange. 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
6. Once you have worked through the blocks and selected your child’s options choices 

you must remember to SAVE! This button is found at the top of the page where the 
student information can be found. 

 

 
 

7. Finally, if you wish to make any comments regarding choices selected you can add 
these in the comment box at the bottom of the page. Remember to ‘Save’ again if 
you add anything in here, otherwise just leave it blank. 

 
 
 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

1. There are a few different variables that can affect how the system works (for example 
which browser you use and if this is up to date), so sometimes when users log in they may 
see a blank screen: 

 

2. If you experience this, please click the person icon in the top right-hand corner and 
choose to sign out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Try to log in again using the same process as before and then you should see your child’s 
profile. 

 

 

4. If you are still experiencing problems then please contact the school using the following 
email address: alexandera@goldington.beds.sch.uk 
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