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19 January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Many thanks for all the positive messages of support and the constructive feedback 
that we have received as a school over the past couple of weeks.  I hope you are 
settling into some form of routine with regard to remote learning.  
 
One change we would like to make is with regard to key stage 3 homework (Years 7, 
8 & 9).  Although we will continue to set this (being as creative as we can be with the 
tasks) homework from now on, will be voluntary, until we physically return to school.  
This will allow you, as parents/carers, to make your own decision as to whether you 
want your child to spend additional time on screens after school has ended.   
 
With regard to key stage 4, we are still requesting your child completes all 
homework.  The government is currently consulting on the best way to award GCSE 
grades and it seems wrong to not be encouraging pupils to complete homework at 
this important time.  We will of course write to you as we know more.  The link to the 
consultation document can be found below: 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-

level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021 

 
Lessons should last 50 minutes and this will then allow both teacher and pupils ten 
minutes away from their screen each hour.   
 
We have decided to delay the “How can I help my child to study” session in Years 7 
and 8 at the moment as much of the advice we wanted to give relates to children 
being more on their screens and we felt the sessions may work better when we 
return to school.  Having said that, please do check your year group section of “For 
Pupils and Parents” part of the website.  We have added the excellent BBC Teach 
link to this page (another huge bank of resources that are well worth exploring as a 
family) along with the curriculum summaries for this term.   
 
We have a Year 9 virtual Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 27 January.  Although we 
will be teaching periods 1-3 on that day we will be setting work on Show My 
Homework for periods 4 and 5.  This will allow teachers to have a break from their 
screens in the afternoon as, without this, it will be a very long day at the computer for 
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us.  We will ensure that work set for that afternoon is of good quality and it is 
important your child completes this. 
 
Overall, I have been pleased with how the first two weeks of virtual learning have 
gone.  As always we welcome feedback and this should be addressed directly either 
to galbraithf@goldington.beds.sch.uk or rossj@goldington.beds.sch.uk.  Please 
remember however that all teachers’ email addresses are published on our website.  
https://www.goldington.beds.sch.uk/about/staff 
 
Can I reiterate that it is our expectation that your child is spending meaningful and 
purposeful time away from their screens!  It is essential that children continue with 
their physical exercise every day. 
 
We will write again in a few days with a further update of school related news.  In the 
meantime, I very much hope this letter finds you and your family well. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Francis Galbraith 
Principal 
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