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Are you using the latest version of this specification?
• You will always find the most up-to-date version of this specification on our website at 
• We will write to you if there are significant changes to the specification.
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1 Introduction
1.1 Why choose AQA for GCSE Bengali

1.1.1 A specification designed for you and your students
We’ve worked with a range of teachers to create this specification. We have focussed on ensuring
that our assessments are clear, accessible and discriminate effectively.

Our objective is to enable students of all abilities to develop their Bengali language skills to their full
potential, equipping them with the knowledge to communicate in a variety of contexts with
confidence.

1.1.2 Languages for life
At AQA we're passionate about the benefits that learning a language can bring. We strongly
believe in languages as a skill for life and something students should enjoy and find rewarding.

We know you want a specification which you can enjoy teaching, and one which expands your
students' cultural knowledge whilst developing their language skills.

We're confident our assessments will deliver the right results for your students. We want to help
you to attract students of all abilities to languages and to deliver the assessments and results you
and your students deserve.

You can find out about all our Bengali qualifications at aqa.org.uk/languages

1.2 Support and resources to help you teach
We’ve worked with experienced teachers to provide you with a range of resources that will help
you confidently plan, teach and prepare for exams.

1.2.1 Teaching resources
Visit aqa.org.uk/8638 to see all our teaching resources. They include:

• sample schemes of work to help you plan for course delivery
• training courses to help you deliver AQA Bengali qualifications
• subject expertise courses for all teachers, from newly qualified teachers who are just getting

started to experienced teachers looking for fresh inspiration.

Preparing for exams
Visit aqa.org.uk/8638 for everything you need to prepare for our exams, including:

• past papers, mark schemes and examiners’ reports
• specimen papers and mark schemes for new courses
• Exampro: a searchable bank of past AQA exam questions
• example student answers with examiner commentaries.
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Analyse your students' results with Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA)
Find out which questions were the most challenging, how the results compare to previous years
and where your students need to improve. ERA, our free online results analysis tool, will help you
see where to focus your teaching. Register at aqa.org.uk/era

For information about results, including maintaining standards over time, grade boundaries and our
post-results services, visit aqa.org.uk/results

Keep your skills up-to-date with professional development
Wherever you are in your career, there’s always something new to learn. As well as subject
specific training, we offer a range of courses to help boost your skills.

• Improve your teaching skills in areas including differentiation, teaching literacy and meeting
Ofsted requirements.

• Prepare for a new role with our leadership and management courses.

You can attend a course at venues around the country, in your school or online – whatever suits
your needs and availability. Find out more at coursesandevents.aqa.org.uk

Help and support
Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at aqa.org.uk/8638

If you'd like us to share news and information about this qualification, sign up for emails and
updates at aqa.org.uk/from-2017

Alternatively, you can call or email our subject team direct.

E: mfl@aqa.org.uk

T: 01423 534 381
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2 Specification at a glance
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the
course.

2.1 Subject content
Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based:

Theme 1: Identity and culture (page 11)

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest (page 11)

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment (page 12)

2.2 Assessments
GCSE Bengali has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must
take all four question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same
series.

Paper 1: Listening

What's assessed

Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language.

How it's assessed

• Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier).
• 40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher Tier).
• 25% of GCSE.

(Each exam includes 5 minutes’ reading time of the question paper before the listening stimulus
is played.)

Questions

Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

• Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally.
• Section B – questions in Bengali, to be answered in Bengali or non-verbally.
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Paper 2: Speaking

What's assessed

Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes.

How it's assessed

• Non-exam assessment
• 7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time
• 10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time
• 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier)
• 25% of GCSE

Questions

Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

The format is the same at Foundation Tier and Higher Tier, but with different stimulus questions
for the Photo card and different stimulus materials for the Role-play. The timings are different too:

• Role-play – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 2 minutes at Higher Tier)
• Photo card – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 3 minutes at Higher Tier)
• General conversation – 30 marks (3–5 minutes at Foundation Tier; 5–7 minutes at Higher

Tier)

Paper 3: Reading

What's assessed

Understanding and responding to different types of written language.

How it's assessed

• Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier)
• 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier)
• 25% of GCSE

Questions

Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

• Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally.
• Section B – questions in Bengali, to be answered in Bengali or non-verbally.
• Section C – translation from Bengali into English (a minimum of 35 words for Foundation

Tier and 50 words for Higher Tier).
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Paper 4: Writing

What's assessed

Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes.

How it's assessed

• Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier)
• 50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at Higher Tier
• 25% of GCSE

Questions

Foundation Tier

• Question 1 – message (student produces four sentences in response to a photo) – 8 marks.
• Question 2 – short passage (student writes a piece of continuous text in response to four

brief bullet points, approximately 40 words in total) – 16 marks.
• Question 3 – translation from English into Bengali (minimum 35 words) – 10 marks.
• Question 4 – structured writing task (student responds to four compulsory detailed bullet

points, producing approximately 90 words in total) – there is a choice from two questions –
16 marks.

Higher Tier

• Question 1 – structured writing task (student responds to four compulsory detailed bullet
points, producing approximately 90 words in total) – there is a choice from two questions –
16 marks.

• Question 2 – open-ended writing task (student responds to two compulsory detailed bullet
points, producing approximately 150 words in total) – there is a choice from two questions –
32 marks.

• Question 3 – translation from English into Bengali (minimum 50 words) – 12 marks.
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3 Subject content
3.1 Themes
The specification covers three distinct themes. These themes apply to all four question papers.

Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about these themes
relating to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries/
communities where Bengali is spoken.

3.1.1 Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 1: Identity and culture covers the following four topics with related sub-topics shown as
bullet points.

Topic 1: Me, my family and friends
• Relationships with family and friends.
• Marriage/partnership.

Topic 2: Technology in everyday life
• Social media.
• Mobile technology.

Topic 3: Free-time activities
• Music.
• Cinema and TV.
• Food and eating out.
• Sport.

Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Bengali speaking countries/communities

3.1.2 Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of
interest
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest covers the following four topics
with related sub-topics shown as bullet points.

Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region

Topic 2: Social issues
• Charity/voluntary work.
• Healthy/unhealthy living.
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Topic 3: Global issues
• The environment.
• Poverty/homelessness.

Topic 4: Travel and tourism

3.1.3 Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment covers the following four topics.

Topic 1: My studies

Topic 2: Life at school/college

Topic 3: Education post-16

Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions

3.2 Scope of study

3.2.1 Listening: understand and respond to spoken language
Students are expected to be able to:

• demonstrate general and specific understanding of different types of spoken language
• follow and understand clear standard speech using familiar language across a range of

specified contexts
• identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in a variety of short and longer

spoken passages, involving some more complex language, recognising the relationship
between past, present and future events

• deduce meaning from a variety of short and longer spoken texts involving some complex
language and more abstract material, including short narratives and authentic material
addressing a wide range of contemporary and cultural themes

• recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended
spoken text, including authentic sources, adapted and abridged as appropriate, by being able
to answer questions, extract information, evaluate and draw conclusions.

3.2.2 Speaking: communicate and interact in speech
Students are expected to be able to:

• communicate and interact effectively in speech for a variety of purposes across a range of
specified contexts

• take part in a short conversation, asking and answering questions, and exchanging opinions
• convey information and narrate events coherently and confidently, using and adapting

language for new purposes
• speak spontaneously, responding to unexpected questions, points of view or situations,

sustaining communication by using rephrasing or repair strategies, as appropriate
• initiate and develop conversations and discussion, producing extended sequences of speech
• make appropriate and accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures,

including some more complex forms, with reference to past, present and future events
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• make creative and more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to express and justify
their own thoughts and points of view

• use accurate pronunciation and intonation to be understood by a native speaker.

3.2.3 Reading: understand and respond to written language
Students are expected to be able to:

• understand and respond to different types of written language
• understand general and specific details within texts using high frequency familiar language

across a range of contexts
• identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions in a variety of short and longer

written passages, involving some more complex language and recognising the relationship
between past, present and future events

• deduce meaning from a variety of short and longer written texts from a range of specified
contexts, including authentic sources involving some complex language and unfamiliar
material, as well as short narratives and authentic material addressing relevant contemporary
and cultural themes

• recognise and respond to key information, important themes and ideas in more extended
written text and authentic sources, including some extracts from relevant abridged or adapted
literary texts

• demonstrate understanding by being able to scan for particular information, organise and
present relevant details, draw inferences in context and recognise implicit meaning where
appropriate

• translate a short passage from Bengali into English.

3.2.4 Writing: communicate in writing
Students are expected to be able to:

• communicate effectively in writing for a variety of purposes across a range of specified
contexts

• write short texts, using simple sentences and familiar language accurately to convey
meaning and exchange information

• produce clear and coherent text of extended length to present facts and express ideas and
opinions appropriately for different purposes and in different settings

• make accurate use of a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some
more complex forms, to describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future
events

• manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary with
increasing accuracy and fluency for new purposes, including using appropriate style and
register

• make independent, creative and more complex use of the language as appropriate, to note
down key points, express and justify individual thoughts and points of view in order to
interest, inform or convince

• translate sentences and short texts from English into Bengali to convey key messages
accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of language and structures in context.

3.3 Grammar
The grammar requirements for GCSE are set out in two tiers: Foundation Tier and Higher Tier.
GCSE students will be expected to have acquired knowledge and understanding of Bengali
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grammar during the course. In the exam, they will be required to apply their knowledge and
understanding, appropriate to the relevant tier of entry, drawing from the following lists. The
examples in brackets are indicative, not inclusive. For structures marked (R), only receptive
knowledge is required. Students will be expected to develop and use their knowledge and
understanding of this grammar progressively throughout their course.

3.3.1 Foundation Tier

3.3.1.1 Nouns

Cases: nominative, accusative (কে), genitive (র/এর), locative-instrumental (এ/কে),

Plural forms for personal nouns (রা/এরা; কের)

3.3.1.2 Articles

Definite article: ordinary and diminutive; singular and plural (টা/টি; গুলিা/গুলি)

Indefinite article (এেটা/এেটি)

Use of জন

3.3.1.3 Adjectives

Ordinary adjectives

Demonstrative adjectives: ordinary and diminutive; singular and plural; here, there and elsewhere
(এ...টা, কে...টি, ও...গুলিা, etc)

Repetition of adjectives to express plurality

Use of কেলে/েবলেলে; of কেলে/েবলেলে to express comparisons

Interrogative adjectives (েী, কোন, েলো, কোোে etc)

Indefinite adjectives (কোলনা লেছু etc)

3.3.1.4 Adverbs

Formation of adverbs from adjectives using েলর, ভালব etc.

Special adverbs (োড়াোলড় etc)

Interrogative adverbs (কেন, কেমন, কোোে etc)

Adverbs of time and place (এখন, এখালন, ওখালন etc)

3.3.1.5 Quantifiers/intensifiers
(খুব, কবলি, এেটু, অলনে etc)

3.3.1.6 Pronouns
Demonstrative pronouns: ordinary and diminutive; singular and plural; here, there and elsewhere
(এটা, ওটি, কেগুলিা etc)

Personal pronouns: singular and plural, familiar and polite; nominative, accusative and genitive
case

Interrogative pronoun (েী, কে, োর, োরা etc)

14   Visit for the most up-to-date specification, resources, support and administration

http://


Use of লেছু

Reflexive pronoun (লনলজ, লনলজর etc)

3.3.1.7 Verbs

Zero verb and negative of zero verb (নই, নে etc)

Use of আলছা in present and past, for location, possession, well-being (ভালিা আলছন), states (বলে আলছ
etc)

Use of োো a future for আলছা

Tenses: future, simple present, present continuous, simple past, perfect, past perfect, past
habitual, past continuous; familiar and polite forms

Use of না and লন

Imperatives: present and future; use of affirmative and negative না

Infinitive and verbal noun

Use of পারা, পাওো, োওো, কেষ্টা েরা and other common verbs requiring an infinitive before them

Participles: past (করলখ etc) and conditional (কেখলি etc)

Common extended (non-causative) verbs (ঘুমালনা, পাঠালনা etc)

Compound verbs (লিলর আো, রাগ েরা, কবড়ালে যাওো etc)

Common impersonal constructions expressing like/dislike (িাগা), need (িাগা, েরোর) convenience/
inconvenience (েুলবধা/অেুলবধা), anger, illness etc

Obligation constructions: must/have to (েরলে হলব etc); ought/should (উলেৎ)

Verbal noun + যাওো construction (কেখা যাে etc)

3.3.1.8 Postpositions

Following genitive case (োলছ, উপর etc)

Following nominative case (পয্যন্ত, কেলে, লেলে etc)

Use of েমে to express appointments (লেনটার েমে etc)

3.3.1.9 Conjunctions

আর, এবং, লেন্তু, যলে (but not express hypothetical conditions), েলব, োহলি etc.

3.3.1.10 Particles

Idiomatic uses of ও (= ‘also’) and to

Number, quantity, time:

Numbers up to 20, plus 25, 30, 40, 50, 60, 70, 75, 80, 90 and 100

Use of numbers with and without articles

Use of েেটা বালজ, with কোো, োলড় and কপনলন

3.3.2 Higher Tier
All grammar and structures listed for Foundation Tier plus:
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3.3.2.1 Articles

Use of খানা / খালন

3.3.2.2 Adjectives

Adjectival postpositions (কোমার োমলনর কটলবিটা etc)

Adjective + definite article (কছালটাটা etc)

Certain feminine adjective forms (ল্রিে, েুন্দরী etc)

3.3.2.3 Pronouns

Use of very familiar pronoun েুই

Indefinite pronouns (কেউ, োলরা)

Relative pronouns and co-relatives such as এ…কে, ইলন…লেলন

3.3.2.4 Verbs

Repetition of infinitive to express a present participle (েরলে েরলে)

Extended (causative) verbs in all tenses and forms

Contracted extended verb participle, especially when combined with কেওো (ক্বেলি কেওো, কপনছলছ আো
etc)

Combining verbs with কেওো, কনওো, োো, কিিা etc

Use of হওো to express the passive

Use of না before a participle or infinitive, or before the verb in যলে clauses

Use of past habitual tense to express hypothetical conditions

Use of েো with a verbal noun to express ‘supposed to’

Use of verbal noun with েমে to express ‘while’ (যাওোর েমে etc)

Genitive and locative of verbal noun (েরার/েরবার, েরালে/েলরলে etc)

3.3.2.5 Postpositions

Double postpositions (লভের লেলে, োছ কেলে etc)

3.3.2.6 Conjunctions

Pairs of conjunctions such as যখন...েখন, যলো...েলো, এখালন...কেখালন etc

Use of যলে...েলব/োহলি to express hypothetical conditions

Use of যলেও...েব ুto express ‘although’

3.3.2.7 Number, quantity, dates and time
Remaining numbers

Ordinal numbers up to ‘tenth’

Time in minutes using কবলজ and বাজলে Dates (English and Bengali months, year)
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3.3.2.8 Note on spelling

Students should be made aware of variations in Bengali spelling, particularly in the use of কÝা. In
general, words employing difficult conjuncts will not be used at Foundation Tier. At Higher Tier,
recognition (though not necessarily active use) of most conjuncts will be expected.

3.4 Communication strategies
Whist it is useful for students to concentrate on a core of key language for any given topic, it is
impossible to predict all the linguistic elements they might meet when reading and listening to
authentic Bengali, or which they themselves might need to use.

For this reason, the student will need to develop communication strategies that can be used to
cope successfully with unknown words.

There are two main types of strategy: those that relate to understanding (reading and listening) and
those that relate to production (speaking and writing).

3.4.1 Ignoring words which are not needed
Many texts contain words which are not essential for an understanding of the main points of the
text. Furthermore, what is important in the text is often presented more than once, in different
ways: the student may not understand a point in one form of words and understand it fully in
another.

3.4.2 Using the visual and verbal context
The skilled reader can find many clues about the purpose and content of a text from a study of the
layout, the title, the length, the typeface and any related pictures.

When reading and listening, students can learn to infer the meaning of new words from the verbal
context. So, for example, someone who did not know the word কজ্যালেলব্যজ্ঞান might be able, after
some appropriate practice, to deduce from the following context that it is some sort of academic
subject:

বাঙালি লিক্ষালবেরা কযেব বাংিা পাঠিািা ্রিেিন েলরলছলিন, োলে ভাষা লিক্ষা, ভূলগাি, কজ্যালেলব্যজ্ঞান, গলিে
– েবই পড়ার ব্যবস্থা েলরলছলিন।

or that োম্পান is a means of transport in a sentence like:

অন্যলেলে লিলঙ কননো, পানলে কননো, োম্পান ইে্যালে মাি বহলনর জন্য ব্যবহৃে হে।

or we can deduce from স্বপন আমার ্রিালির বনু্ধ that স্বপন is a name.

3.4.3 Making use of grammatical markers and categories
Students will be helped to master all these strategies if, when reading and listening, they learn to
use such clues as the plural forms of nouns and verbs, the ways verbs change to form tenses,
word order and other such features to help them to recognise to which category (verb, noun,
adjective etc) an unknown word belongs. This can be a considerable help in making intelligent
guesses about the meaning of the word.

For instance, the verb form at the end of a sentence suggests what the subject is even if the
subject has been omitted:

অলন্ধর মলো োছলে অনেুরি েরলে িাগিাম।

কবাোর মলো েো বিলছা কেন?
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3.4.4 Making use of the social and cultural context
Another aid to the drawing of correct inferences is for the students to bear in mind that there are
regularities in the real world which make it possible to anticipate what people may say or write
about it. The ability to predict occurrences in the real world makes it possible sometimes to
anticipate words and their meaning, in a given context. This is one reason why it is important for a
Bengali course to develop awareness and understanding of countries and communities where
Bengali is spoken.

3.4.5 Using common patterns with Bengali
Knowledge of the following patterns of word formation in Bengali will be assumed.

1. non-finite verb forms:

লগলে, কগলি, কযলে from যাওো

লেলে, লেলি, লেলে from কেওো

কখলে, কখলি, কখলে from খাওো

এলে, এলি, আেলে from আো

োলিলে, োিালি, োিালে from োিা etc
2. causative verbs from simple verbs:

জানালনা from জানা

কবাাালনা from কবাাা

কেখালনা from কেখা

িাগালনা from িাগা

েরালনা from েরা

বোলনা from বো
3. negative or intensifying prefixes:

অ: লিলক্ষে > অলিলক্ষে; লনেম > অলনেম

অন: উপযুক্ত > অনপুযুক্ত; আের > অনাের

লন: োরুি > লনোরুি; বারি > লনবারি

লনর্: কোষ > লনলে্য াষ; কভজাি > লনলভ্য জাি

লব: কেি > লবলেি; িপু্ত > লবিপু্ত

3.4.6 Strategies specifically for reading and understanding
There are many English words which have been accepted in Bengali and which are frequently
used in written Bengali. Students will be expected to understand and say these words with the
correct pronunciation. For example, hospital is written in Bengali as হাসপাতাল and is pronounced
differently. There are many other English words which fall into a similar category. A few of these
are listed below:

লবসু্কট biscuit

কটলবি table

অলিে, আলপে office
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কবােি bottle

করলʅারাছ restaurant

For Bengali students growing up in a British environment, there are quite a few more English words
which are in common use and which are often quite difficult to read because the sequence of
letters is unusual for Bengali words. These words should be prepared and practised in class.

Examples are:

েলমউলনটি কেন্টার

েলম্পউটার

টুে কপস্ট

এোরলপাট্য

টিউব কস্টিন

লজলেএেই

A useful strategy for dealing with this kind of problem would be to present students with a list of
words which cause such a difficulty.

3.4.7 Strategies specifically for listening and understanding
It is expected that strategies such as those outlined above will generally be more easily applied in
reading than in listening, as reading offers more opportunities to slow down, to look at unknown
items at some leisure and to study the context.

In order to hear accurately students should have the specific differences of the spoken language
brought to their attention such as the difference in sound between unaspirated and aspirated
consonants ে > খ; গ > ঘ; ে > ছ; জ > া; ট > ঠ; ি > ঢ; ে > ে; ে > ধ; প > ি; ব
> ভ.

However some of the general strategies for understanding listed above can, with practice, be used
successfully in listening, namely:

• ignoring words which are not needed for successful completion of the task set
• using the (visual and) verbal context
• making use of the social and cultural context
• using common patterns within Bengali.

3.4.8 Strategies for production
Research and experience show that people who communicate effectively in a foreign language
tend to make good use of systematic efficient verbal and non-verbal strategies to get meaning
across, in spite of their imperfect command of the language.

Individual students may fail to learn – or forget – language items required by some test items, or
they may wish to attempt to go beyond the demands of the specification in completing the task set.
In these circumstances, the following strategies can prove useful. They fall into two main
categories: non-verbal and verbal.
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3.4.9 Non-verbal strategies

3.4.9.1 Pointing and demonstration

This may be accompanied by some appropriate language eg এটা; েী এটা?; লজলনেটা; ঐ কয;, ঐ
কিাে; ও, ওগুলিা; এগুলিা; জালন না, ঐ লেলে; ওলেলে

3.4.9.2 Expression and gesture
This may be accompanied, where appropriate, with sounds (eg ‘Oh!’ which, with appropriate
intonation, facial expression and gestures, can convey such attitudes and functions as pain,
surprise, anger, fear, pleasure and admiration).

হাে; কর; েরূ; লছ, কগাছ, হুছ; বাহ্; ও মা; বাবা

3.4.9.3 Mime
Mime, which again can be accompanied by appropriate sounds and language, can sometimes help
communication to be maintained when it might otherwise break down eg েী আবার? েী বিলে
পালর? েী েরলে পালর? or with a suitable mime if one has forgotten words such as েমে্যা and োহায্য.
This strategy has obvious limitations in a speaking test which is recorded and assessed on the
basis of the recording.

3.4.9.4 Drawing
This can be an efficient strategy with some tasks (especially written) and can convey both attitude
and information (eg a diagram showing how to get from one point, such as a station, to another, for
instance home).

3.4.10 Verbal Strategies

3.4.10.1 Using a word which refers to a similar item
Using a word which refers to a similar item to the one the speaker/writer wishes to refer to, but for
which he has forgotten the word eg লজলনেটা for ঘলড় or িিটা for আনারে. This strategy is not always
effective and its use would be assessed according to its effectiveness in a particular context.

3.4.10.2 Description of physical properties
This can be used to refer to something of which the name has been forgotten eg

কটলবলির উপর যা আলছ

ঐ কগিালে যা আলছ

The physical properties refer to colour, size, material, position and shape. The use of this strategy
in an exam would be assessed according to its communicative effectiveness.

3.4.10.3 Requests for help
These can include requests for translation eg

এটা বাংিাে েী? বাংিাে এটা েী বলি? এটার মালন েী?

It is clearly preferable to use such requests for help than for communication to collapse and their
use will be assessed according to the context. When requests for help with specific problems
occur, the teacher should maintain the role of a sympathetic native speaker and help accordingly.
The teacher should avoid taking over from the student and carrying out the tasks set.
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3.4.10.4 Simplification
This is when a student avoids the use of a form of which he/she is unsure eg

কে কেলি ঘুলর কবড়াল্ছে।

he/she says only this

কে কেলি কঘালর

A systematic use of simplified forms may reduce error, facilitate communication and increase
fluency, but if overused, this strategy may result in students failing to make full use of their
capabilities.

3.4.10.5 Paraphrase
This is where the student uses words and messages in acceptable Bengali, avoiding the use of
words which he/she has forgotten. For example, when he/she cannot remember the word েিৃ্য and
instead says কেখার লজলনে or when he/she cannot recollect the word পঞ্চম and says পাছে নম্বর

When used well, this strategy communicates the message effectively to a sympathetic native
speaker and such use would be assessed accordingly in an exam.

3.4.10.6 Reference to specific features

Reference to specific features eg যালে রান্না েরা হে for েুিা or ্রিধান নারী েলরত্র for নালেো is often
quite effective and its use would be assessed accordingly in an exam.

3.4.10.7 Reference to the function of an object
Reference to the function of an object and the actions that can be performed with it is a commonly
used strategy which is usually effective in communicative terms.

Another strategy sometimes used by language students is word coinage, the creation of words
based either on English or Bengali words. This strategy usually produces words which do not exist
in Bengali or, if they do exist, have a different meaning from the one intended. The use of this
strategy is rarely effective in promoting communication and students would be well advised to use
it only if all other strategies fail.

Another commonly used strategy is topic avoidance, when the student avoids or abandons a topic
because of inability to deal with it. Use of this strategy in the exam will not allow the student to be
given full credit. Use of it in a learning situation will reduce opportunities for the development or
expansion of the student’s repertoire. It is a strategy which should be discouraged. A basic
condition for communication strategies to have a potential learning effect is that they are governed
by achievement, rather than avoidance, behaviour.

Evidence suggests that the availability of a range of strategies such as those outlined above, and
flexibility in their use, represent an important advantage in overall communicative effectiveness. It
also appears that the most effective strategies demand some linguistic proficiency and that the
more proficient speakers are also better at using communication strategies effectively.

The development of such strategies cannot be seen as encouragement not to develop linguistic
knowledge. Strategic competence is not a substitute for vocabulary learning, but a useful
supplement. Indeed, all language users make use of communication strategies, even in their first
language, and really successful strategies usually pass unnoticed. It is an important part of the
teaching and learning process.
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4 Scheme of assessment
Find past papers and mark schemes, and specimen papers for new courses, on our website at 
aqa.org.uk/pastpapers

This specification is designed to be taken over two years.

This is a linear qualification. In order to achieve the award, students must complete all
assessments at the end of the course and in the same series.

GCSE exams and certification for this specification are available for the first time in May/June 2019
and then every May/June for the life of the specification.

All materials are available in English only.

Our GCSE exams in Bengali include questions that allow students to demonstrate their ability to:

• draw together their knowledge, skills and understanding from across the full course of study
• provide extended responses.

4.1 Aims and learning outcomes
Courses based on this specification should encourage students to develop their ability and
ambition to communicate with native speakers in speech and writing. The study of Bengali should
also broaden their horizons and encourage them to step beyond familiar cultural boundaries and
develop new ways of seeing the world.

Courses based on this specification must encourage students to:

• develop their ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native speakers in
speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy

• express and develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently
• listen to and understand clearly articulated, standard speech at near normal speed
• deepen their knowledge about how language works and enrich their vocabulary to increase

their independent use and understanding of extended language in a range of contexts
• acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and

respond to authentic spoken and written material, adapted and abridged, as appropriate,
including literary texts

• develop awareness and understanding of the culture and identity of the countries and
communities where Bengali is spoken

• make appropriate links to other areas of the curriculum to enable bilingual and deeper
learning, where the language may become a medium for constructing and applying
knowledge

• develop language learning skills both for immediate use and prepare them for further
language study in school, higher education or employment

• develop language strategies, including repair strategies.
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4.2 Assessment objectives
Assessment objectives (AOs) are set by Ofqual and are the same across all GCSE Bengali
specifications and all exam boards.

The exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives.

• AO1: Listening – understand and respond to different types of spoken language.
• AO2: Speaking – communicate and interact effectively in speech.
• AO3: Reading – understand and respond to different types of written language.
• AO4: Writing – communicate in writing.

4.2.1 Assessment objective weightings for GCSE Bengali

4.2.1.1 Foundation and Higher Tiers

Assessment objectives
(AOs)

Component weightings (approx %) Overall
weighting
(approx %)Paper 1:

Listening
Paper 2:
Speaking

Paper 3:
Reading

Paper 4:
Writing

AO1 (Listening) 25 25

AO2 (Speaking) 25 25

AO3 (Reading) 25 25

AO4 (Writing) 25 25

Overall weighting of
components

100

4.3 Assessment weightings
The marks awarded on the papers will be scaled to meet the weighting of the components.
Students’ final marks will be calculated by adding together the scaled marks for each component.
Grade boundaries will be set using this total scaled mark. The scaling and total scaled marks are
shown in the table below.

4.3.1 Foundation Tier
Component Maximum raw mark Scaling factor Maximum scaled mark

Paper 1 (Listening) 40 x3/2 60

Paper 2 (Speaking) 60 x1 60

Paper 3 (Reading) 60 x1 60

Paper 4 (Writing) 50 x6/5 60

Total scaled mark: 240
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4.3.2 Higher Tier
Component Maximum raw mark Scaling factor Maximum scaled mark

Paper 1 (Listening) 50 x6/5 60

Paper 2 (Speaking) 60 x1 60

Paper 3 (Reading) 60 x1 60

Paper 4 (Writing) 60 x1 60

Total scaled mark: 240

4.4 Paper 1: Listening
Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same
tier for all four skills.

25% of the marks

Foundation Tier 40 marks; 35 minutes (including 5 minutes' reading time)

Higher Tier 50 marks; 45 minutes (including 5 minutes' reading time)

• The test will be studio recorded using native speakers speaking in clearly articulated,
standard speech at near normal speed.

• The recording will be provided to schools and colleges in an appropriate audio format at the
same time as the dispatch of the question papers.

• Different types of spoken language will be used, using familiar language across a range of
contemporary and cultural themes.

• Students will be given five minutes’ reading time at the beginning of the test to give them time
to read the questions.

• An example will be provided in the question paper only where it is necessary to indicate to
students how a particular question should be answered.

• Each item will be heard twice and pauses for students to answer will be built into the test.
• Students will be allowed to make notes at any time during the test.
• Access to dictionaries is not permitted at any time during the test.

4.4.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier
In Section A, students’ understanding of spoken language will be tested by a range of question
types in English, requiring non-verbal responses or responses in English. In Section B, students’
comprehension will be tested by a range of question types in Bengali, requiring non-verbal
responses or responses in Bengali. The tests will contain some items which are common to both
tiers.

The responses will be assessed according to a detailed mark scheme; the appropriate mark(s) will
be awarded if the student has satisfactorily communicated his or her understanding, even though
the response may contain some errors in the quality of language used.

The test at both tiers will consist of a variety of short and longer spoken pieces of language,
involving some more complex language later in the test, which will not place an undue burden on
memory at any time. 

Students will be required to identify the overall message, key points, details and opinions from
items such as announcements, short conversations, instructions, news bulletins and telephone
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messages, together with some material which will be longer and will include reference to the
relationship between past, present and future events. These items will include authentic sources,
suitably adapted and abridged. They will also be required to deduce meaning from more abstract
material, including short narratives. They will hear more extended spoken text where they will
recognise and respond to key information, themes and ideas by answering questions, extracting
information and evaluating and drawing conclusions.

4.5 Paper 2: Speaking
Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same
tier for all four skills.

25% of the marks

A window of up to five weeks will be timetabled for the test, during which schools/colleges will be
free to test their students at any time. The window will be timetabled to run in April and May. The
teacher may open the speaking test materials up to three working days in advance of the first day
of the specified test period in order to prepare for conducting the tests. The Teacher’s booklet will
contain a Speaking test sequence chart which will show which Role-play and Photo card each
student must be allocated and which themes will be covered in the general conversation part of the
test.

Detailed instructions for the teacher will be issued prior to the test period. Online training will also
be available to ensure teachers are wholly familiar with the requirements and format of the tests.

The confidentiality of the test materials must be strictly maintained prior to and during the period of
the tests.

Access to dictionaries is not permitted at any time during the test or the supervised preparation
time.

Instructions for the test are in English. All questions are in Bengali.

Students will be allowed to make notes, on an Additional answer sheet, during their supervised
preparation time and take them into the exam room to use during the test. There is no restriction
on the number of words or the material (eg conjugated verbs) which the notes may contain. They
must hand the notes in to the teacher-examiner immediately before the general conversation part
of the test. The notes must be stored under secure conditions until results day, after which they
must be disposed of.

The test is conducted and audio-recorded by the teacher and marked by an AQA examiner.

4.5.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier
60 marks

Foundation Tier: students will attend one session of 7–9 minutes (and supervised preparation time
of 12 minutes).

Higher Tier: students will attend one session of 10–12 minutes (and supervised preparation time of
12 minutes).

The format of the test will be the same for each tier and will consist of three parts.
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4.5.1.1 Role-play (15 marks)
Based on a stimulus card, to be prepared by the student immediately before the test during their
preparation time. Students will carry out one role-playing situation (approximately two minutes at
Foundation Tier and two minutes at Higher Tier).

The Role-play card will allow students to answer questions and convey information, using and
adapting language for new purposes. Students will respond to unexpected questions and use
repair strategies to sustain communication. They will also ask a question.

4.5.1.2 Photo card (15 marks)
Based on a stimulus card, to be prepared by the student immediately before the test in the
supervised preparation time. Students will discuss one Photo card (approximately two minutes at
Foundation Tier and three minutes at Higher Tier). Teachers will ask five prescribed questions
based on the Photo card. Three of these five questions will be printed on the student’s card.

4.5.1.3 General conversation (30 marks)
The teacher will conduct a conversation based on the two themes which have not been covered on
the Photo card (between three and five minutes at Foundation Tier and five and seven at Higher
Tier). A similar amount of time should be spent on each theme. The student will choose the first
theme; the second theme is the remaining theme which has not been covered in the Photo card
part of the test. This ensures that aspects of all three themes are covered in the Speaking test.

The General conversation allows the student to take part in a conversation, asking and answering
questions and exchanging opinions. The student will also convey information and narrate events
coherently and confidently and use and adapt language for new purposes. They will be able to
speak spontaneously, responding to unexpected questions, points of view or situations and sustain
communication by using repair strategies. They will initiate and develop conversations and
discussion to produce extended sequences of speech. They will make creative and more complex
use of language, as appropriate, to express and justify their own thoughts and points of view.

All three parts of the test will allow students to demonstrate appropriate and accurate use of a
variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some more complex forms, with
reference to past, present and future events. They will also allow students to use accurate
pronunciation and intonation so as to be understood by a native speaker.

See the Speaking test assessment criteria.

4.6 Paper 3: Reading
Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same
tier for all four skills.

25% of the marks

Foundation Tier 60 marks; 45 minutes

Higher Tier 60 marks; 1 hour

• Different types of written language will be used, including relevant personal communication,
public information and factual and literary texts.

• An example will be provided in the question paper only where it is necessary to indicate to
students how a particular question should be answered.

• Access to dictionaries is not permitted at any time during the test.
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4.6.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier
In Section A, students’ understanding of written language will be tested by a range of question
types in English, requiring non-verbal responses or responses in English. In Section B, students’
comprehension will be tested by a range of question types in Bengali, requiring non-verbal
responses or responses in Bengali. In Section C, there will be a translation from Bengali into
English (a minimum of 35 words at Foundation Tier and 50 words at Higher Tier). The tests will
contain some items which are common to both tiers.

Responses will be assessed according to a detailed mark scheme; the appropriate mark(s) will be
awarded if the student has satisfactorily communicated his or her understanding, even though the
response may contain some errors in the quality of language used.

The test will consist of a variety of short and longer written texts, involving some more complex
language later in the test. Students will be required to identify the overall message, key points,
details and opinions from items such as instructions, public notices and advertisements, together
with some material which will be longer, such as extracts from brochures, guides, letters,
newspapers, magazines, literary texts, email and websites. These will include reference to the
relationship between past, present and future events. These items will include authentic sources,
suitably adapted and abridged. Literary texts will include a mix of contemporary and historical
sources.

Students will also be required to deduce meaning from a variety of written texts, including some
unfamiliar language and short narratives. They will be presented with longer texts where they will
be required to recognise and respond to key information, themes and ideas. They will demonstrate
understanding by being able to scan for particular information, organise and present relevant
details. They will draw inferences and recognise implicit meaning.

4.7 Paper 4: Writing
Students may be entered for either Foundation Tier or Higher Tier but they must enter at the same
tier for all four skills.

25% of the marks

• Access to dictionaries is not permitted at any time during the test.
• All instructions are in English. All questions are in Bengali.

4.7.1 Foundation Tier
50 marks; 1 hour

Students are required to write in Bengali.

4.7.1.1 Question 1 (8 marks)
A message which demonstrates students’ ability to write short sentences using familiar language in
a familiar context.

4.7.1.2 Question 2 (16 marks)
A short passage which demonstrates students’ ability to write a short text, using simple sentences
and familiar language accurately, to convey meaning and exchange information. Students are
expected to write approximately 40 words but, provided the tasks set are completed, the
number of words is not important.
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4.7.1.3 Question 3 (10 marks)
A translation from English into Bengali, requiring a minimum of 35 words. This demonstrates
students’ ability to convey key messages accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of
language and structures.

4.7.1.4 Question 4 (16 marks)
A structured writing task which demonstrates students’ ability to produce clear and coherent text of
extended length, to present facts and express ideas and opinions. They also make accurate use of
a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some more complex forms, to
describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future events.  They are required to
manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary, using
appropriate style and register. The requirement to use formal or informal address will vary year on
year.

Students are expected to write approximately 90 words but, provided the tasks set are
completed, the number of words is not important. They choose either Question 4.1 or 4.2. This
question is common to Higher Tier Question 1.

4.7.2 Higher Tier
60 marks; 1 hour 15 minutes

Students are required to write in Bengali.

4.7.2.1 Question 1 (16 marks)
A structured writing task which demonstrates students’ ability to produce clear and coherent text of
extended length, to present facts and express ideas and opinions. They also make accurate use of
a variety of vocabulary and grammatical structures, including some more complex forms, to
describe and narrate with reference to past, present and future events. They are required to
manipulate the language, using and adapting a variety of structures and vocabulary, using
appropriate style and register. The requirement to use formal or informal address will vary year on
year.

Students are expected to write approximately 90 words but, provided the tasks set are
completed, the number of words is not important. They choose either Question 1.1 or 1.2. This
question is common to Foundation Tier Question 4.

4.7.2.2 Question 2 (32 marks)
An open-ended writing task which demonstrates their ability to make independent, creative and
more complex use of the language, as appropriate, to note down key points, express and justify
individual thoughts and points of view, in order to interest, inform or convince. They should use
appropriate style and register. The requirement to use formal or informal address will vary year on
year.

Students are expected to write approximately 150 words but, provided the tasks set are
completed, the number of words is not important. They choose either Question 2.1 or 2.2.

4.7.2.3 Question 3 (12 marks)
A translation from English into Bengali, requiring a minimum of 50 words. This demonstrates
students’ ability to convey key messages accurately and to apply grammatical knowledge of
language and structures.

See the Writing test assessment criteria.
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4.8 Assessment criteria

4.8.1 Listening
See the mark scheme published each year for details of how marks are awarded for this question
paper.

4.8.2 Speaking
Marks will be allocated in the following way at both Foundation and Higher Tier:

Communicati
on

Knowledge
and use of
language

Range and
accuracy of
language

Pronunciatio
n and
intonation

Spontaneity
and fluency

Total

Role-play 10 5 15

Photo card 15 15

Conversation 10 10 5 5 30

Total 35 5 10 5 5 60

4.8.2.1 Foundation Tier

Part 1: Role-play (15 marks)

There are five tasks for the role-play, each of which will be awarded up to 2 marks for
communication. There will then be an overall assessment of the student’s knowledge and use of
language in the role-play. Up to 5 marks will be available for this assessment.

For each task:

Mark Communication

2 The message is conveyed without ambiguity.

1 The message is partially conveyed or conveyed with some ambiguity.

0 No part of the message is conveyed.

Notes

(a) Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification.
If they are then able to respond to the question successfully, they should be awarded the same
mark as if they had understood it originally.

(b) Where students are required to give two responses or details in one task, failure to convey an
unambiguous message in reply to one of them means that the message is partially conveyed and
one mark is awarded.

(c) The tasks on the Candidate’s card and the notes in the Teacher’s Booklet clearly explain how
much detail the student is expected to give per task. However, some students may still go beyond
the minimum requirement of the task. When this happens, as soon as the task is accomplished,
any further incorrect information given by the student is ignored for assessment purposes, for both
communication and for knowledge and use of language.

For the role-play overall:
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Mark Knowledge and use of language

5 Very good knowledge and use of language.

4 Good knowledge and use of language.

3 Reasonable knowledge and use of language.

2 Limited knowledge and use of language.

1 Poor knowledge and use of language.

0 No language produced is worthy of credit.

Part 2: Photo card (15 marks)

The student’s responses to the five questions are assessed for communication only, as specified in
the criteria below.

Level Mark Communication

5 13–15 The speaker replies to all questions clearly and develops most
answers. He/she gives and explains an opinion.

4 10–12 The speaker replies to all or nearly all questions clearly and
develops some answers. He/she gives and explains an opinion.

3 7–9 The speaker gives understandable replies to most questions and
develops at least one answer. He/she gives an opinion.

2 4–6 The speaker gives understandable replies to most questions but
they may be short and/or repetitive.

1 1–3 The speaker replies to some questions but the answers are likely to
be short and/or repetitive.

0 0 Communication does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at
this tier.

Notes

(a) At least one question on each Photo card asks students to give and explain an opinion.

(b) Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification.
If they are then able to respond to the question successfully, they should be awarded the same
mark as if they had understood it originally.

Part 3: General conversation (30 marks)

The general conversation is based on the two themes not covered in the Photo card. At
Foundation Tier, the conversation should last between three and five minutes. It is assessed for
communication, range and accuracy of language, pronunciation and intonation and spontaneity
and fluency, as specified in the criteria below.

A zero score for communication means that the mark in the other three categories must also be
zero but, apart from that, the communication mark does not limit the marks in the other categories.
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Communication

Level Mark Communication

5 9–10 A speaker who usually gives quite short responses but occasionally
gives extended responses. Occasionally narrates events briefly
when asked to do so. Usually gives clear information but lacks clarity
from time to time. Gives opinions, some of which are explained.

4 7–8 A speaker who tends to give quite short responses, but with
occasional attempts at longer responses. He/she has only limited
success in narrating events. There may be a few occasions when
he/she is unable to answer successfully or where responses are
very unclear. Gives opinions.

3 5–6 A speaker who gives short responses. Attempts at longer responses
or at narrating events require an effort of concentration to be
understood and some responses may be unintelligible. Gives at
least one opinion.

2 3–4 A speaker who is able only to give very short responses. Any
attempts at slightly longer responses or at narrating events tend to
be very unclear or even unintelligible. There may be occasions
where the speaker is unable to respond.

1 1–2 A speaker who is able to communicate very little, either because
most of the time he/she is unable to respond, and/or because most
of what is said is unintelligible.

0 0 Communication does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at
this tier.

Notes

Students are required to ask the teacher/examiner a question in the general conversation section
of the speaking test. Students who do not fulfil this requirement will incur a deduction of 1 mark
from their mark for communication in this section. For example, a student who would have received
8 marks out of 10 for communication, had he/she asked a question, will actually receive a final
mark of 7. There is no impact on the marks awarded for the other categories for the general
conversation.

Range and accuracy of language

Level Mark Range and accuracy of language

5 9–10 Generally good language which involves mainly simple linguistic
structures and vocabulary, with some repetition, but with attempts to
use more complex linguistic structures and more varied vocabulary.
There is some success in making reference to past and future, as
well as present, events. Although there may be errors they do not
generally impede comprehension.

4 7–8 Reasonable language which uses simple structures and vocabulary
and may be repetitive at times. Any attempts to make reference to
past or future events may have only limited success. There may be
frequent errors, which may occasionally impede communication.
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Level Mark Range and accuracy of language

3 5–6 Basic language which uses simple structures and vocabulary and
may often be repetitive. There is little or no success in making
reference to past or future events. There are likely to be frequent
errors, which sometimes impede communication.

2 3–4 Limited language which uses very simple structures and vocabulary
and is likely to be repetitive. There is little or no success in making
reference to past or future events. There are likely to be frequent
errors which regularly impede communication.

1 1–2 Very poor language which may show little understanding of how the
language works. There are likely to be errors in the vast majority of
sentences, or there may be so little said that it is impossible to make
a judgement.

0 0 The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Pronunciation and intonation

Level Mark Pronunciation and intonation

5 5 Generally good but some inconsistency at times.

4 4 Pronunciation generally understandable with some intonation.

3 3 Pronunciation is understandable, with a little intonation, but
comprehension is sometimes delayed.

2 2 Pronunciation very anglicised with almost no intonation, making
comprehension difficult at times.

1 1 Pronunciation is only just understandable making comprehension
difficult.

0 0 Pronunciation and intonation do not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Spontaneity and fluency

Level Mark Spontaneity and fluency

5 5 Generally good exchange in which the speaker shows some
spontaneity, but also relies on pre-learnt responses. Sometimes
hesitates and may not be able to respond to some questions.

4 4 Reasonable exchange in which the speaker shows a little
spontaneity, but much of what is said involves pre-learnt responses.
The flow is often broken by hesitation and delivery can be quite slow
at times.

3 3 Basic exchange in which the speaker shows little or no spontaneity
and relies heavily on pre-learnt responses. The flow is broken by
hesitations, some of them long, and delivery is quite slow.
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Level Mark Spontaneity and fluency

2 2 Limited exchange in which the speaker may show no spontaneity
and all successful responses may be pre-learnt. Hesitates
frequently, and often at length, before answering questions. Slow
delivery means that the conversation lacks any flow.

1 1 Poor exchange in which the speaker hesitates at length before
answering most questions, which makes the conversation very
disjointed. Often cannot answer questions, while at other times there
may be pre-learnt responses.

0 0 Spontaneity and fluency do not meet the standard required for Level
1 at this tier.

Notes

Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification. If
they are then able to respond to the question successfully, this will not have a negative impact on
the overall mark, unless it happens regularly and affects fluency.

4.8.2.2 Higher Tier

Part 1: Role-play (15 marks)

There are five tasks for the role-play, each of which will be awarded up to 2 marks for
communication. There will then be an overall assessment of the student’s knowledge and use of
language in the role-play. Up to 5 marks will be available for this assessment.

For each task:

Mark Communication

2 The message is conveyed without ambiguity.

1 The message is partially conveyed or conveyed with some ambiguity.

0 No part of the message is conveyed.

Notes

(a) Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification.
If they are then able to respond to the question successfully, they should be awarded the same
mark as if they had understood it originally.

(b) Where students are required to give two responses or details in one task, failure to convey an
unambiguous message in reply to one of them means that the message is partially conveyed and
one mark is awarded.

(c) The tasks on the Candidate’s card and the notes in the Teacher’s Booklet clearly explain how
much detail the student is expected to give per task. However, some students may still go beyond
the minimum requirement of the task. When this happens, as soon as the task is accomplished,
any further incorrect information given by the student is ignored for assessment purposes, for both
communication and for knowledge and use of language.

For the Role-play overall:

Mark Knowledge and use of language

5 Very good knowledge and use of language.
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Mark Knowledge and use of language

4 Good knowledge and use of language.

3 Reasonable knowledge and use of language.

2 Limited knowledge and use of language.

1 Poor knowledge and use of language.

0 No language produced is worthy of credit.

Part 2: Photo card (15 marks)

The student’s responses to the five questions are assessed for communication only, as specified in
the criteria below.

Level Mark Communication

5 13–15 The speaker replies to all questions clearly and develops most
answers. He/she gives and explains an opinion.

4 10–12 The speaker replies to all or nearly all questions clearly and
develops some answers. He/she gives and explains an opinion.

3 7–9 The speaker gives understandable replies to most questions and
develops at least one answer. He/she gives an opinion.

2 4–6 The speaker gives understandable replies to most questions but
they may be short and/or repetitive.

1 1–3 The speaker replies to some questions but the answers are likely to
be short and/or repetitive.

0 0 Communication does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at
this tier.

Notes

(a) At least one question on each Photo card asks students to give and explain an opinion.

(b) Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification.
If they are then able to respond to the question successfully, they should be awarded the same
mark as if they had understood it originally.

Part 3: General conversation (30 marks)

The General conversation is based on the two themes not covered in the Photo card. At Higher
Tier, the conversation should last between five and seven minutes. It is assessed for
Communication, Range and accuracy of language, Pronunciation and intonation and Spontaneity
and fluency, as specified in the criteria below.

A zero score for Communication means that the mark in the other three categories must also be
zero but, apart from that, the Communication mark does not limit the marks in the other categories.
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Communication

Level Mark Communication

5 9–10 A speaker who consistently develops responses in extended
sequences of speech. Narrates events coherently when asked to do
so. Conveys information clearly at all times, giving and explaining
opinions convincingly.

4 7–8 A speaker who regularly develops responses in extended
sequences of speech. Usually narrates events when asked to do so.
Almost always conveys information clearly, giving and explaining
opinions.

3 5–6 A speaker who develops some responses in extended sequences of
speech. Sometimes narrates events when asked to do so. Usually
conveys information clearly, giving and often explaining opinions.

2 3–4 A speaker who usually gives quite short responses but occasionally
gives extended responses. Occasionally narrates events briefly
when asked to do so. Usually gives clear information but lacks clarity
from time to time. Gives opinions, some of which are explained.

1 1–2 A speaker who tends to give quite short responses, but with
occasional attempts at longer responses. He/she has only limited
success in narrating events. There may be a few occasions when
he/she is unable to answer successfully or where responses are
very unclear. Gives opinions.

0 0 Communication does not reach the standard required for Level 1 at
this tier.

Notes

Students are required to ask the teacher/examiner a question in the general conversation section
of the speaking test. Students who do not fulfil this requirement will incur a deduction of 1 mark
from their mark for communication in this section. For example, a student who would have received
8 marks out of 10 for communication, had he/she asked a question, will actually receive a final
mark of 7. There is no impact on the marks awarded for the other categories for the general
conversation.

Range and accuracy of language

Level Mark Range and accuracy of language

5 9–10 Excellent language with a wide variety of linguistic structures and a
wide range of vocabulary. References to past and future, as well as
present, events are made confidently. There are few minor errors
and other errors occur when complex structures and/or vocabulary
are attempted.

4 7–8 Very good language with some variety of linguistic structures and a
range of vocabulary. References to past and future, as well as
present, events are generally successful. Any errors are only minor
or occur when complex structures and/or vocabulary are attempted.
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Level Mark Range and accuracy of language

3 5–6 Good language with some attempts at more complex structures
which are usually successful. References to past and future, as well
as present, events are made and are sometimes successful. There
may be minor errors and occasional more serious ones, but they do
not generally impede comprehension.

2 3–4 Generally good language which involves mainly simple linguistic
structures and vocabulary, with some repetition, but with attempts to
use more complex linguistic structures and more varied vocabulary.
There is some success in making reference to past and future, as
well as present, events. Although there may be errors they do not
generally impede comprehension.

1 1–2 Reasonable language which uses simple structures and vocabulary
and may be repetitive at times. Any attempts to make reference to
past or future events may have only limited success. There may be
frequent errors, which may occasionally impede communication.

0 0 The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Pronunciation and intonation

Level Mark Pronunciation and intonation

5 5 Consistently good pronunciation and intonation throughout.

4 4 Good pronunciation and intonation with only occasional lapses.

3 3 Generally good but with some inconsistency in more challenging
language.

2 2 Generally good but some inconsistency at times.

1 1 Pronunciation generally understandable with some intonation.

0 0 Pronunciation and intonation do not reach the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Spontaneity and fluency

Level Mark Spontaneity and fluency

5 5 Excellent exchange in which the speaker reacts naturally to the
questions asked and has an air of spontaneity. Responds promptly
and speaks with some fluency, though not necessarily with that of a
native speaker.

4 4 Very good exchange in which the speaker usually reacts naturally to
the questions asked and is often spontaneous. Usually responds
promptly and there is some flow of language.

3 3 Good exchange in which the speaker sometimes reacts naturally to
the questions asked, but may at times rely on pre-learnt responses.
There may be some hesitation before a reply but the delivery
generally has a reasonable pace.
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Level Mark Spontaneity and fluency

2 2 Generally good exchange in which the speaker shows some
spontaneity, but also relies on pre-learnt responses. Sometimes
hesitates and may not be able to respond to some questions.

1 1 Reasonable exchange in which the speaker shows a little
spontaneity, but much of what is said involves pre-learnt responses.
The flow is often broken by hesitation and delivery can be quite slow
at times.

0 0 Spontaneity and fluency do not reach the standard required for Level
1 at this tier.

Notes

Students who do not understand a question may show repair strategies in seeking clarification. If
they are then able to respond to the question successfully, this will not have a negative impact on
the overall mark, unless it happens regularly and affects fluency.

4.8.3 Reading
See the mark scheme published each year for details of how marks are awarded for this question
paper.

4.8.4 Writing

4.8.4.1 Foundation Tier
Marks will be allocated in the following way at Foundation Tier:

Communication Content Quality of
language

Conveying
key
messages

Application
of
grammatical
knowledge
of language
and
structures

Total

Question 1 8 8

Question 2 10 6 16

Question 3 5 5 10

Question 4 10 6 16

Total 8 20 12 5 5 50

Question 1 (8 marks)

Students are required to write four sentences. Each sentence is marked according to the following
criteria.

Mark Communication

2 The relevant message is clearly communicated.
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Mark Communication

1 The message is relevant but has some ambiguity and causes a delay in
communication.

0 The message is irrelevant or cannot be understood.

Question 2 (16 marks)

There are four compulsory bullet points, assessed for content (10 marks) and quality of language
(6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student is expected to produce approximately 40
words over the whole question. The number of words is approximate; examiners will mark all work
produced by the student.

Content

Level Mark Response

5 9–10 A full coverage of the required information. Communication is clear.

4 7–8 A good coverage of the required information. Communication is
mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses.

3 5–6 A reasonable coverage of the required information. Communication
is generally clear but there are likely to be lapses.

2 3–4 A partial coverage of the required information. Communication is
sometimes clear but there are instances where messages are not
conveyed.

1 1–2 A minimal coverage of the required information. Communication is
often not clear and there may be frequent instances where
messages are not conveyed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Quality of language

Level Mark Response

3 5–6 Uses a variety of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical
structures. Generally accurate.

2 3–4 Vocabulary and grammatical structures generally appropriate to the
task, with some attempt at variety. More accurate than inaccurate.

1 1–2 Vocabulary and structures used may be limited, repetitive or
inappropriate. There may be frequent errors.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for quality of language, but apart
from that, the content mark does not limit the mark for quality of language.
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Question 3 (10 marks)

The translation is assessed for conveying key messages (5 marks) and application of grammatical
knowledge of language and structures (5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. When awarding
the marks, the student’s response across all five sentences should be considered as a whole.

Conveying key messages

Level Mark Response

5 5 All key messages are conveyed.

4 4 Nearly all key messages are conveyed.

3 3 Most key messages are conveyed.

2 2 Some key messages are conveyed.

1 1 Few key messages are conveyed.

0 0 No key messages are conveyed.

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

Level Mark Response

5 5 Very good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly accurate.

4 4 Good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally accurate.

3 3 Reasonable knowledge of vocabulary and structures; more accurate
than inaccurate.

2 2 Limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally
inaccurate.

1 1 Very limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly
inaccurate.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for conveying key messages automatically results in a mark of zero for application
of grammatical knowledge of language and structures, but apart from that, the conveying key
messages mark does not limit the mark for application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures.

Question 4 (16 marks)

There are four compulsory bullet points, assessed for Content (10 marks) and Quality of language
(6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student is expected to produce approximately 90
words over the whole question. The number of words expected is approximate; examiners will
mark all work produced by the student.
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Content

Level Mark Response

5 9–10 A very good response covering all aspects of the
task.Communication is clear and a lot of information is conveyed.
Opinions are expressed.

4 7–8 A good response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is
mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses. Quite a lot of
information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed.

3 5–6 A reasonable response covering almost all aspects of the task.
Communication is generally clear but there are likely to be lapses.
Some information is conveyed. An opinion is expressed.

2 3–4 A basic response covering some aspects of the task.
Communication is sometimes clear but there are instances where
messages break down. Little information is conveyed. An opinion is
expressed.

1 1–2 A limited response covering some aspects of the task.
Communication is often not clear and there may be frequent
instances where messages break down. Very little information is
conveyed. There may be no opinions expressed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the four compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of all bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where
the other criteria are met.

Quality of language

Level Mark Response

3 5–6 A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures and
sentences are attempted. There are references to three time frames,
which are largely successful. Errors are mainly minor. Some more
serious errors may occur, particularly in complex structures and
sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly always clear. The
style and register are appropriate.

2 3–4 Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be some
attempt at complex structures and sentences. There are references
to at least two different time frames, although these may not always
be successful. There may be some major errors, and more frequent
minor errors, but overall the response is more accurate than
inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually clear. The style and
register may not always be appropriate.
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Level Mark Response

1 1–2 The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are mainly short
and simple or may not be properly constructed. There may be
frequent major and minor errors. Little or no awareness of style and
register.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

(a) A major error is one which seriously affects communication.

(b) A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for quality of language. Apart
from that, the content mark does not limit the mark for quality of language.

4.8.4.2 Higher Tier
Marks will be allocated in the following way at Higher Tier:

Content Quality of
language

Range of
language

Accuracy Conveying
key
messages

Application of
grammatical
knowledge of
language and
structures

Total

Question 1 10 6 16

Question 2 15 12 5 32

Question 3 6 6 12

Total 25 6 12 5 6 6 60

Question 1 (16 marks)

There are four compulsory bullet points, assessed for content (10 marks) and quality of language
(6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student is expected to produce approximately 90
words over the whole question. The number of words expected is approximate; examiners will
mark all work produced by the student.

Content

Level Mark Response

5 9–10 A very good response covering all aspects of the task.
Communication is clear and a lot of information is conveyed.
Opinions are expressed.

4 7–8 A good response covering all aspects of the task. Communication is
mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses. Quite a lot of
information is conveyed. Opinions are expressed.

3 5–6 A reasonable response covering almost all aspects of the task.
Communication is generally clear but there are likely to be lapses.
Some information is conveyed. An opinion is expressed.
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Level Mark Response

2 3–4 A basic response covering some aspects of the task.
Communication is sometimes clear but there are instances where
messages break down. Little information is conveyed. An opinion is
expressed.

1 1–2 A limited response covering some aspects of the task.
Communication is often not clear and there may be frequent
instances where messages break down. Very little information is
conveyed. There may be no opinions expressed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the four compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of all bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where
the other criteria are met.

Quality of language

Level Mark Response

3 5–6 A variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. Complex structures and
sentences are attempted. There are references to three time frames,
which are largely successful. Errors are mainly minor. Some more
serious errors may occur, particularly in complex structures and
sentences, but the intended meaning is nearly always clear. The
style and register are appropriate.

2 3–4 Some variety of appropriate vocabulary is used. There may be some
attempt at complex structures and sentences. There are references
to at least two different time frames, although these may not always
be successful. There may be some major errors, and more frequent
minor errors, but overall the response is more accurate than
inaccurate and the intended meaning is usually clear. The style and
register may not always be appropriate.

1 1–2 The range of vocabulary may be narrow, repetitive and/or
inappropriate to the needs of the task. Sentences are mainly short
and simple or may not be properly constructed. There may be
frequent major and minor errors. Little or no awareness of style and
register.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

(a) A major error is one which seriously affects communication.

(b) A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for quality of language. Apart
from that, the content mark does not limit the mark for quality of language.
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Question 2 (32 marks)

There are two compulsory bullet points, assessed for content (15 marks), range of language (12
marks) and accuracy (5 marks), as specified in the criteria below. The student is expected to
produce approximately 150 words over the whole question. The number of words expected is
approximate; examiners will mark all work produced by the student.

Content

Level Mark Response

5 13–15 An excellent response which is fully relevant and detailed, conveying
a lot of information. Communication is clear with little or no
ambiguity. Opinions are expressed and justified.

4 10–12 A very good response which is almost always relevant and which
conveys a lot of information. Communication is mostly clear but
there are a few ambiguities. Opinions are expressed and justified.

3 7–9 A good response which is generally relevant with quite a lot of
information conveyed. Communication is usually clear but there are
some ambiguities. Opinions are expressed and may be justified.

2 4–6 A reasonable response with some relevant information conveyed.
Communication is sometimes clear but there may be instances
where messages break down. An opinion is expressed.

1 1–3 A basic response which conveys a limited amount of relevant
information. Communication may not be clear and there are
instances where messages break down. An opinion may be
expressed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

There may be some imbalance in the coverage of the two compulsory bullet points but, provided at
least some coverage of both bullet points is evident, students will have access to full marks where
the other criteria are met.

Range of language

Level Mark Response

4 10–12 Very good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More
complex sentences are handled with confidence, producing a fluent
piece of coherent writing. The style and register are appropriate.

3 7–9 Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. More
complex sentences are regularly attempted and are mostly
successful, producing a mainly fluent piece of coherent writing with
occasional lapses. The style and register are appropriate.

2 4–6 Some variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Longer
sentences are attempted, using appropriate linking words, often
successfully. The style and register may not always be appropriate.
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Level Mark Response

1 1–3 Little variety of appropriate vocabulary. Structures likely to be short
and simple. Little or no awareness of style and register.

0 0 The range of language produced does not meet the standard
required for Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for range of language. Apart from
that, the content mark does not limit the mark for range of language.

Accuracy

Level Mark Response

5 5 Accurate, although there may be a few errors especially in attempts
at more complex structures. Verbs and tense formations are secure.

4 4 Generally accurate. Some minor errors. Occasional major errors,
usually in attempts at more complex structures. Verbs and tense
formations are nearly always correct.

3 3 Reasonably accurate. There are likely to be minor errors and there
may be some major errors, not only in complex structures. Verb and
tense formations are usually correct.

2 2 More accurate than inaccurate. The intended meaning is generally
clear. Verb and tense formations are sometimes correct.

1 1 There may be major errors and frequent minor ones, and the
intended meaning is not always clear. There is only limited success
with verb and tense formations.

0 0 The accuracy does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Notes

(a) A major error is one which seriously affects communication.

(b) A mark of zero for content automatically results in a mark of zero for accuracy. Apart from that,
the content mark does not limit the mark for accuracy.

Question 3 (12 marks)

The translation is assessed for conveying key messages (6 marks) and application of grammatical
knowledge of language and structures (6 marks), as specified in the criteria below. When awarding
the marks the student’s response across the passage will be considered as a whole.

Conveying key messages

Level Mark Response

6 6 All key messages are conveyed.

5 5 Nearly all key messages are conveyed.

4 4 Most key messages are conveyed.
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Level Mark Response

3 3 Some key messages are conveyed.

2 2 Few key messages are conveyed.

1 1 Very few key messages are conveyed.

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this
tier.

Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

Level Mark Response

6 6 Excellent knowledge of vocabulary and structures; virtually faultless.

5 5 Very good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly accurate.

4 4 Good knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally accurate.

3 3 Reasonable knowledge of vocabulary and structures; more accurate
than inaccurate.

2 2 Limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; generally
inaccurate.

1 1 Very limited knowledge of vocabulary and structures; highly
inaccurate.

0 0 The language produced does not meet the standard required for
Level 1 at this tier.

Notes

A mark of zero for conveying key messages automatically results in a mark of zero for application
of grammatical knowledge of language and structures, but apart from that, the conveying key
messages mark does not limit the mark for application of grammatical knowledge of language and
structures.
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5 General administration
You can find information about all aspects of administration, as well as all the forms you need, at 
aqa.org.uk/examsadmin

5.1 Entries and codes
You only need to make one entry for each qualification – this will cover all the question papers and
certification.

Every specification is given a national discount (classification) code by the Department for
Education (DfE), which indicates its subject area.

If a student takes two specifications with the same discount code:

• further and higher education providers are likely to take the view that they have only
achieved one of the two qualifications

• only one of them will be counted for the purpose of the School and College Performance
tables – the DfE's rules on 'early entry' will determine which one.

Please check this before your students start their course.

Qualification title Option AQA entry
code

DfE discount
code

AQA GCSE in Bengali Foundation
Tier

8638F TBC

Higher Tier 8638H TBC

This specification complies with:

• Ofqual General conditions of recognition that apply to all regulated qualifications
• Ofqual GCSE qualification level conditions that apply to all GCSEs
• Ofqual GCSE subject level conditions that apply to all GCSEs in this subject
• all other relevant regulatory documents.

The Ofqual qualification accreditation number (QAN) is 603/1130/7.

5.2 Overlaps with other qualifications
There are no overlaps with any other AQA qualifications at this level.

5.3 Awarding grades and reporting results
The qualification will be graded on a nine-point scale: 1 to 9 – where 9 is the best grade.

A student taking Foundation Tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the range of 1 to 5.
Students who fail to reach the minimum standard for grade 1 will be recorded as U (unclassified)
and will not receive a qualification certificate.
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A student taking Higher Tier assessments will be awarded a grade within the range of 4 to 9. A
student sitting the Higher tier who just fails to achieve grade 4 will be awarded an allowed grade 3.
Students who fail to reach the minimum standard for the allowed grade 3 will be recorded as U
(unclassified) and will not receive a qualification certificate.

5.4 Re-sits and shelf life
Students can re-sit the qualification as many times as they wish, within the shelf life of the
qualification.

5.5 Previous learning and prerequisites
There are no previous learning requirements. Any requirements for entry to a course based on this
specification are at the discretion of schools and colleges.

5.6 Access to assessment: diversity and inclusion
General qualifications are designed to prepare students for a wide range of occupations and
further study. Therefore our qualifications must assess a wide range of competences.

The subject criteria have been assessed to see if any of the skills or knowledge required present
any possible difficulty to any students, whatever their ethnic background, religion, sex, age,
disability or sexuality. Tests of specific competences were only included if they were important to
the subject.

As members of the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) we participate in the production of the
JCQ document Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments: General and Vocational
qualifications. We follow these guidelines when assessing the needs of individual students who
may require an access arrangement or reasonable adjustment. This document is published at 
jcq.org.uk

Students with disabilities and special needs
We're required by the Equality Act 2010 to make reasonable adjustments to remove or lessen any
disadvantage that affects a disabled student.

We can make arrangements for disabled students and students with special needs to help them
access the assessments, as long as the competences being tested aren't changed. Access
arrangements must be agreed before the assessment. For example, a Braille paper would be a
reasonable adjustment for a Braille reader.

To arrange access arrangements or reasonable adjustments, you can apply using the online
service at aqa.org.uk/eaqa

Special consideration
We can give special consideration to students who have been disadvantaged at the time of the
assessment through no fault of their own – for example a temporary illness, injury or serious
problem such as family bereavement. We can only do this after the assessment.

Your exams officer should apply online for special consideration at aqa.org.uk/eaqa
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For more information and advice visit aqa.org.uk/access or email 
accessarrangementsqueries@aqa.org.uk

5.7 Working with AQA for the first time
If your school or college hasn't previously offered our specifications, you need to register as an
AQA centre. Find out how at aqa.org.uk/becomeacentre

5.8 Private candidates
This specification is available to private candidates.

A private candidate is someone who enters for exams through an AQA approved school or college
but is not enrolled as a student there.

A private candidate may be self-taught, home schooled or have private tuition, either with a tutor or
through a distance learning organisation. They must be based in the UK.

If you have any queries as a private candidate, you can:

• speak to the exams officer at the school or college where you intend to take your exams
• visit our website at aqa.org.uk/privatecandidates
• email privatecandidates@aqa.org.uk
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Get help and support
Visit our website for information, guidance, support and resources at 

You can talk directly to the Bengali subject team:

E: mfl@aqa.org.uk

T: 01423 534 381

aqa.org.uk
Copyright © 2018 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved.
AQA retains the copyright on all its publications, including the specifications. However, schools and colleges registered with AQA are
permitted to copy material from this specification for their own internal use.
AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales
(company number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX.
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Appendix
Students will be expected to use and understand the general vocabulary listed 
below. This vocabulary is not restricted to specific settings and can occur in 
any of the themes listed in the specification.       

 Comparisons 
g‡Zv, m „̀k 

Zvi g‡Zv

mgvb

similar 

wfbœfv‡e, , Ab¨ iKg, Ab¨fv‡e different(ly) 

Dëv, D‡ëv, wecixZ, gy‡LvgywL, mvgbvmvgwb opposite 

GKB iKg, mgvb, mwVK, AweKj, Awfbœ same, equal 

English 

DuPz, DPz; D”PZi, A‡cÿvK„Z DPy; D”PZg, m‡e©v”P high; higher; highest 

†gvU K_v, mvgwMÖKfv‡e by and large 

hLb, h‡Zv, Z‡Zv, †hgb, †Zgb as … as 

h‡ZvUv, h‡ZvLvwb/h‡Zv¸‡jv as much/many … as 

cv_©K¨, wfbœZv difference 

Ab¨ iKg, wfbœ, wewPÎ different 

Zzjbv Kiv to compare 

Zzjbv comparison 

Ab¨ iKg, wfbœ different 
†ewk, A‡bK/AviI †ewk, me‡P‡q †ewk much; more; most 

Kgc‡ÿ, AšÍZc‡ÿ Kg K‡i n‡jI, Ab~¨b at least 

Conjunctions 
English 

hLb when 

†hb as if 

Av‡M, c~‡e©, AZx‡Z, BwZg‡a¨ before, in the meantime 

†h ch©šÍ bv, hZÿ‡Y bv, bv nIqv ch©šÍ, Aewa until, to 
hLb, h‡Zv, Z‡Zv, KviY, †Kbbv, myZivs as, because 

Kv‡RB, e‡j, ZvB so that, in order that 

†_‡K as, since 

nq .. bv nq either ... or ... 

ci, Zvici, c‡i, †cQ‡b, wcQ‡b, cðv‡Z, 

cieZ©xKv‡j, †k‡l  

Kv‡‰

after, afterwards 

ïay bq ... ZeyI  not only … but also 

hw` whether 

hw`I although 



Zvici/ZLb †_‡K,  BwZg‡a¨ since, in the meantime 

myZivs, Kv‡RB so ... that 

Df‡qB ...Ges both … and… 
R‡b¨, Rb¨, D‡Ï‡k¨ (in order) to 

hLb while 

†Kv‡bvUvB bq, GUvI bv IUvI bv neither ... nor 



Connectives 
English 

GQvov apart from this 
IUv a‡i wb‡j, a‡i †bIqv hvK assuming that 

ZvQvov, e¨ZxZ besides, apart from, except 

ZvQvov, AwaKš‘ besides, furthermore 

Zvici, c‡i afterwards 

hv, †hgb that is (ie) 

Z_vwc, Zey, Zv m‡Ë¡I nevertheless 

ZvB, †m Kvi‡Y therefore, because of that 

ZvQvov, therefore, because of that 

me m‡Ë¡I, Ab¨w`‡K, nu¨v after all, on the contrary, yes 

Z…ZxqZ thirdly 

cÖK…Zc‡ÿ, mwZ¨ mwZ¨ actually, really 

cÖ_gZ firstly 

Z‡e, Aek¨ however, 

ỳf©vM¨ekZ, ỳf©vM¨µ‡g unfortunately, 

Aek¨B of course, 

¯v̂fvweKfv‡e, ¯f̂veZ, AK…wÎgfv‡e without a doubt, naturally 

Ae‡k‡l, me‡k‡l, †k‡l eventually, in the end, finally 

Ab¨w`K †_‡K, bq‡Zv, A_ev otherwise, or else 

hvB‡nvK, †Kv‡bvg‡Z, †hfv‡e †nvK, hLwb anyway, anyhow, in any case 

Z_vwc, Zey, Zv m‡Ë¡I †nvK, hLwb nevertheless 

hw`, hLb provided that 

cÖ_‡g, cÖvi‡¤¢, ïiæ‡Z (at) first 

nVvr, NUbvµ‡g, NUbvP‡µ by chance 

wØZxqZ secondly 

 Prepositions 
English 

†_‡K, n‡Z, from, out of 

G, †Z, w`‡K, cÖwZ, Awfgy‡L, Dc‡i, Kv‡Q, KvQvKvwQ, 

wbK‡U

at, to, on, close by 

D‡×©, AwZwi³ on, upon, onto, on top of 

Kv‡Q, wbK‡U near 



English 

wfZi/‡fZi w`‡q, ga¨ w`‡q through 

eivei, cvkvcvwk along 

wec‡ÿ, weiæ‡×, cÖvq against, at about, around 

gy‡LvgywL, D‡jUv/Dëvw`K, Aciw`‡K opposite 

†cQ‡b/wcQ‡b, wc‡Q behind 

c‡i, Abymv‡i, Abyhvqx after, according to 

cv‡k next to 

Qvov, webv, e¨ZxZ, Afv‡e without 

Dci, Ici, gv_vi Dci over, above 
m¤̂‡Ü, m¤ú‡K©, wb‡q 

D‡Ï‡k

about 

wb‡P, bx‡P under, below 

†_‡K, n‡Z, g‡a¨ from, by, of 

mvg‡b, Av‡M, c~‡e© in front of, before, ago 

Dc‡i, cvi n‡q, †cwi‡q over, past, by 

mg‡q, PjvKvjxb during 

†Kbbv, KviY, KviYekZ because of 

Rb¨, w`‡q to, at, for 

g‡a¨, ỳB‡qi g‡a¨ between 

 Negatives 
English 

†gv‡UB bv, Av‡`Š bv, GKUzI bv 

, KviY, KviYekZ

not at all 

†Kej gvÎ bq not even 

Avi bq no longer 

wKQz bv nothing 

KL‡bv/KLbI bq/ bv never 

Am¤¢e/n‡ZB cv‡i bv impossible 

†KD bq/bv nobody 

 bv no... 

&GL‡bv bq not yet, still not 

     Alphabet 
 Students are expected to know the letters of the alphabet, including the sounds,  and symbols. 



English 

Aÿi letter 

evbvb Kiv to spell 

 Numbers 
Students are expected to know the cardinal numbers 0–1,000 and the word for 1,000,000 (Million, 
die). 

They are also expected to know the ordinal numbers first–tenth eg 1st = cÖ_g; 2nd = wØZxq; 3rd = 
Z…Zxq etc. 

 Other expressions 
English 

ev‡ivUv dozen 

msL¨v, b¤̂i number 

†Rvov pair 

 Money 
English 

bM` UvKv/A_© cash 

GKwU GK/ ỳB/cuvP cqmvi evsjv‡`kx gy ª̀v a 1/2/5 Bangladeshi coin 

GKwU `k/ wek/Kzwo / cÂvk UvKvi evsjv‡`kx †bvU a 10/20/50 Bangladeshi note 

†bvU, KvM‡Ri UvKv note 

cqmv, gy ª̀v coin 

fvswZ/fvOwZ change 

cvDÛ, Wjvi pound, dollar 

c‡KUgvwb, nvZLiP pocket money 

fvOv‡bv to change 

 Question words 
English 

KLb? K‡e? †Kvb mgq? †Kvb ZvwiL? K‡Zv ZvwiL? 

K‡ZvÿY

When? 

†Kb? Why? 

†Kvb ai‡bi, Kx ai‡bi? What sort/type of...? 

Kx? wK? What? 

†Kvb? Which? 

†K? Who? 



English 

K‡ZvÿY, K‡Zv mgq How long? 

K‡Zv? K‡ZvUv? / K‡Zv¸‡jv? How much/many? 

†Kgb? Kx iKg? Kxfv‡e/wKfv‡e? How? 

†Kb? Kx/‡Kgb K‡i? Why? How come …? 

†Kv_vq? Where? 

†Kv_v †_‡K? Where from? 

†Kv_vq/ †Kvbw`‡K Where to? 

wK‡mi m‡½/mv‡_ What with? 

Greetings and exclamations 
English 

ï‡f”Qv/ïfKvgbv/ïfvwkm iB‡jv/ Kj¨vY †nvK 

Kj¨vY/g½j†nvK

All the best 

c‡i †`Lv n‡e See you later 
gvd/ÿgv Ki‡eb,  ỳtwLZ Excuse me/Sorry 

ïf C`/ C` †gveviK / ïf w`Iqvjx/†`Iqvjx Happy Eid/Diwali 

GUv e‡jv bv/D‡jøL K‡iv bv Don’t mention it 

¯v̂MZg/Af¨_©bv Welcome 

Awfb›`b Congratulations 

Lywki/Avb‡›`i K_v Cheers 

QzwU my›`i/fv‡jvfv‡e KvUzK Have a good/nice holiday 

fvM¨ fv‡jv/cÖmbœ †nvK/†Lv`v nv‡dR Good luck 

 Opinions 
English 

aviYv, m‡›`n, mskq, Awek¦vm, wek¦vmnxbZv idea, suspicion 

nvwmi, gRvi, gRv`vi, ˆnˆPc~Y©, †KŠZzKc~Y© amusing, funny 

myLKi, g‡bvig, g‡bv&Á, g‡bvgy»Ki cÖxwZKi, m¤§Z pleasant, agreeable 

fq cvIqv, Nveov‡bv, AvZw¼Z nIqv to be afraid/scared 

wPwšÍZ, DwØMœ, DrKwÉZ, kw¼Z anxious, apprehensive 

PgrKvi, `viæY excellent 

Avivg`vqK, ¯ŵ Í̄c~Y© comfortable 

wbðqB, Aek¨B, wbtm‡›`‡n definite(ly)/certain(ly) 

m¯Ív, Kg`vgx, wbPzgv‡bi cheap 

†evKv, wb‡e©va stupid 



English 

A_©nxb. ev‡R, Zz”Q, RNb¨ nonsense, rubbish 

ỳóz, Aeva¨, cvwR, e`gv‡qk, kqZvb, ivMx naughty, evil, angry 

†Kv‡bv wKQzi mc‡ÿ (to be) in favour of something 

†Kv‡bv wKQzi wec‡ÿ (to be) against/opposed to something 

GUv wKQz bv/G‡Z Avgvi wKQz G‡m hvq bv it doesn’t matter, it’s all the same to me 

†f‡e †`Lv, wPšÍv Kiv to think 

nZvk, wbivk, gbgiv, welv`MÖ¯Í depressed 

†Kv‡bv wKQzi m‡½ Lvc LvIqv‡bv to be fed up with something 

wPËvKl©K, ü`qMÖvnx, g‡bv‡jvfv impressive 

mij, wbixn, mv`vgvUv, mv`vwmav, mnR simple, simply, easy 

fqsKi, fxlY, fqven, fqvbK, RNb¨ terrible, awful, appalling 

IUv m/wVK bq that’s (not) right/correct 

Avwg &IUv cQ›` Kwi, GUv Avgv‡K Avb›` †`q I like it (it pleases me) 

GUv wbf©i K‡i..hw`.. it depends on …, whether … 

myLx, Lywk, Avbw›`Z happy, glad, pleased 

RNb¨, fqven, Lye Lvivc, AcªxwZKi terrible, dreadful, awful 

cQ›` Kiv, Lywk Kiv to like, to please 

Avivg`vqK, Mig, Dò cosy, comfortable 

Dc‡fvM Kiv to enjoy 

wek¦vm Kiv to believe 

N„Yv Kiv to hate 

PgrKvi, PgKcÖ`, Ac~e©, †MŠiegq, RvKRgKc~Y© marvellous, magnificent, glorious 

PgrKvi, wewkó, DrmvnRbK excellent, outstanding 

AvMÖnx nIqv to be interested in 

†Kv‡bv aviYv bv _vKv to have no idea/no clue 

PgrKvi, `viæY brilliant, great, awesome 

RwUj complicated 

GK‡N‡q jvMv to be bored 

mnRjf¨ / mnR easy 

`qvjy, my›`i, wcÖq kind, lovely, dear 

fv‡jvevmv to love 

gRvi, nvwmi funny 



English 

A¯̂w Í̄Ki, †egvbvb, weeªZKi, wekÖx awkward 

gZvgZ, AwfgZ. gZ opinion 

cPv, ev‡R, g›`, Lvivc rotten, lousy 

m¤¢e, Am¤¢e possible, impossible 

wbijm, AK¬všÍ effortless 

kÖgmva¨, Kómva¨, ỳtmva¨, KóKi arduous, laborious, with difficulty 

DcKvix, Kv‡Ri, `iKvix, cª‡qvRbxq useful 

AKv‡Ri, Ac`v_©, A‡K‡Rv useless 

ivM nIqv, wei³ nIqv to be cross, annoyed 

j¾vi K_v it’s a shame/pity 

RNb¨, fqsKi/fq¼i terrible, horrible 

KwVb, K‡ói, KóKi difficult 

¯úk©KvZi, ms‡e`bkxj sensitive 

wbwðZ, wbivc` sure, safe 

GgbwK even 

PgrKvi great 

`vwg, `vgx, e¨qeûj, wcÖq expensive, dear 

ˆewkó¨m~PK (fv‡e) typical(ly) 

wew¯§Z, AevK, Avðh© nIqv surprised 

Awek¦vm¨ unbelievable 

Am¤¢e impossible 

AwbwðZ unsure 

m¤¢eZ perhaps 

m¤ú~Y©fv‡e completely 

PgrKvi to prefer 

nq‡Zv probably 

Avek¨K, `iKvix, cª‡qvRbxq, ¸iæZ¡c~Y© important, necessary 

mwZ¨ mwZ¨, ev Í̄weKB real(ly) 

Abvek¨K, A`iKvix, Acª‡qvRbxq unnecessary, useless 

PgrKvi, A™¢zZ, Ac~e© wonderful 

uRgKv‡jv, AZ¨šÍ.Lye my›`i gorgeous, very beautiful 

B”Qv/B‡”Q/Avkv Kiv to wish 

Z…ß, cwiZ…ß, Lywk, myLx content, happy 

ivwR, GKgZ, m¤§Z nIqv to agree 



 Expressions of time 

Seasons 

G English 

FZz, Kvj season 

Months of the year 

English 

eQi year 

gvm month 

The clock 

English 

wVK, h_vh_/wbf© yj fv‡e exactly 

A‡a©K half 

ỳcyi †ejv midday 

ga¨/gvS ivZ midnight 

Av‡ Í̄/ax‡i Pjv to be slow 

mgqwbô, mgqg‡Zv, h_vmgq punctual, on time 

†`wi/ †`ix, wej¤̂ late 

N›Uv hour (length) 

Nwo, nvZNwo, Uv clock, watch, o’clock 

KqUvi/KÔUvi mgq, KLb? at what time, when? 

†mvqv, mIqv/ †cŠ‡b quarter 

ZvovZvwo/ ª̀æZ Kiv to be fast 

KqUv/KÔUv ev‡R? What time is it? 

mgq time 

Other expressions of time 

English 

gv‡Sg‡a¨ / gv‡Sgv‡S / KL‡bv KL‡bv now and again 
mÜ¨v/m‡Ü¨‡ejv evening 
mÜ¨vq/m‡Ü¨‡ejvq in the evening 

ïiæ / Avi¤f beginning, start 
gyn‚Z© / ZvrÿwYK moment, instant 

†kl nIqv/ mgvß to be over, finished 



English 

wkMwMi/ZvovZvwo / Awej‡¤̂ soon 

ZLb/ ZLbKvi w`‡b/mgq then, in those days 

ZvwiL date 

wU‡K _vKv to last 

Av‡Mi / Av‡MKvi/ former 

GKevi once 
†kl ch©šÍ/†k‡l finally 

me© cÖ_g/cÖ_‡g, gvÎ (at) first, only 
cÖvq almost, nearly 

Av‡M/c~‡e©/ mKvj mKvj early 

eZ©gv‡b/GLb present (time, tense) 

GBgvÎ/m‡egvÎ just 

MZKvj yesterday 

mvaviYZ, mPivPi, ¯v̂fvweKfv‡e usually, normally 
GK wgwb‡Ui g‡a¨/ Awej‡¤^ / GÿzwY immediately, in a minute 

AvR/AvR‡K today 

AvRKvj, GB mgq nowadays, these days 

AwMÖg in advance 

memgq, me©`v always 

evievi again and again 

Gi g‡a¨ in the meantime 
kZvãx / kZK century 

GLb now 

m¤cÖwZ recently, lately 

ax‡i ax‡i/Av‡ Í̄ Av‡¯Í slow(ly) 
†kl last 

mgq mgq/ g‡a¨ g‡a¨ sometimes 
cÖwZ †mvgevi on Mondays 
AvMvgx/ AvMvwgKvj tomorrow 
†fv‡i / mKv‡j morning

AvMvgxKvj mKv‡j tomorrow morning 

cÖwZw`b / †ivR mKv‡j in the morning, every morning 



English 

c‡i/cieZ©x Kv‡j, †k‡l afterwards 
Acivnè / weKvj/we‡Kj afternoon 
c‡ii next 

ivZ/ ivwÎ night 

iv‡Zi †ejv / ivwÎ †ejv at night 

m¤cÖwZ / wKQzw`b Av‡M / †mw`b recently, the other day 

AveviI / Av‡iKevi once again, once more 

nVvr K‡i/ AvKw¯§Kfv‡e, AvPgKv suddenly 

wbqwgZ regular 

BwZg‡a¨/Av‡M †_‡K / c~e© †_‡K already 

ZLb †_‡K since, for (length of time) 

K`vwPr / Lye Kg / weij seldom, rarely 
Awej‡¤^ / GÿzwY immediately, straightaway 

ˆ`wbK, †ivRKvi daily 
AvMvgx ciï the day after tomorrow 
Av‡M / c~‡e© past (time, tense) 
MZ, MZKvj last, yesterday 

wKQzw`b Av‡M ch©šÍ (until) recently 

MZ ciï the day before yesterday 

Av‡M/Gi Av‡M before(hand) 

Avevi again 

mgqg‡Zv / h_vmg‡q in time, timely 

†kl nIqv / mgvwß nIqv/m¤úbœ nIqv to come to an end, to finish 

fwel¨r / fwel¨Z future (time, tense) 

Location and distance 
English 

evwni outside 

evB‡i outside of 
_vKv to stay 
GLv‡b, †mLv‡b, ILv‡b here, there 



English 

evwni, ewnf©vM outside, outdoors 

wfZi, †fZi, g‡a¨ inside, indoors 

†mLv‡b, ILv‡b, HLv‡b over there 
†KvY, †gvo corner 

A‡bK ~̀i, ~̀‡i distant, (far) away 

mvg‡bi w`‡K, †mvRv mvg‡b straight ahead 
†_‡K / n‡Z to and fro 

hvIqv Avi Avmv, wdiwZ there and back, return (ticket) 

~̀‡i, ~̀i away ~ (from the speaker) 
KvQvKvwQ/G‡Kev‡i Kv‡Q nearby, close to 
†Kv_vI, †Kv‡bv RvqMvq somewhere 
_vKv, Aew¯’Z to lie, to be situated (in) 

gvBj mile 
gvSLv‡b, ga¨ ’̄‡j in the middle of 

Kv‡Q / wbK‡U near 
†Kv_vI bq nowhere 
Dci / Dc†i / Ic‡i 

c‡i

above, up 
RvqMv / ¯’vb place 
cv‡k side 
me RvqMvq / me©Î everywhere 
†Mvovq, Zjvq at the bottom, below, down 
mvg‡b, mvg‡bi w`‡K forwards 
A‡bK ~̀i away 

eû ~̀i cÖmvwiZ, we Í̄xY© wide, far 

wcQ‡b, †cQ‡b back 

 Weights and measures 
English 

me, mg Í̄, hveZxq, cy‡ivcywi, m¤ú~Y© all, all the 

†kl n‡q hvIqv to be all gone, to have run out (of) 

mewKQz, me©¯^ everything 

Ab¨, Aci, wfbœ, Ab¨iKg other, different 

Dfq both 



English 

PIov,cÖk¯Í wide, broad 
cyiæ, †gvUv 

z, me©¯^

thick, fat 

wRwbm thing 

K¨vb, wUb can, tin 

miæ, cvZjv thin 
mvgvb¨, GKUz a little 

Aí, ¯í̂, ỳ‡qKUv a few, a couple 

cÖPzi, A‡bK, a lot of, lots 

wKQz, K‡qKUv some, a few 

gvÎ GK, GK single 

cÖvq KvQvKvwQ, †gvUvgywUfv‡e about, roughly 

†evZj bottle 

Av¯Í, cy‡iv, AUzU, m¤ú~Y©fv‡e whole, complete, quite 

h‡_ó, ch©vß enough 

cÖPzifv‡e enormously 

IRb weight 

gvc, mvBR size 

wKQz, K‡qKUv some… 

‡gvUv/k³ KvMR/wcP‡ev‡W©i ev· cardboard box 

ev·, Lvc, Szwo box, case, crate 

bv‡ggvÎ, Lye Kg hardly 

Lvwj, k~b¨ empty 

nvjKv, nvév light 

gvc, cwigvc, cwigvY measure 

KwZcq, K‡qK several 

gvc †bIqv to measure 

AšÍZc‡ÿ, Kgc‡ÿ at least 

gvSvwi gv‡ci medium-sized 

kvšÍ, w ’̄i still 

†Qv‡Uv cv‡m©j/ †gvoK small parcel 

c¨v‡KU, †euvPKv, cyUwj packet, pack 

WvK‡hv‡M cvVv‡bvi †gvoK, cv‡m©j parcel 

cvDÛ, weªwUk gy ª̀v pound, sterling 

cÖwZ, cÖwZwU‡Z, gv_vwcQz, per 



English 

ev·, †gvoK box, packet 

PIov dvwj slice 

fvix, cÖej, cÖPÐ heavy 

UzK‡iv, UzKiv piece 

e¨vM, _wj, _‡j bag 

cÖvq about 

fiwZ, fiv, c~Y©, cwic~Y©, ficyi full 

Kg, Aí, ¯í̂, †ewk/ †ekx bq/bv little, not much 

 IRb †bIqv/Kiv to weigh 

 Shape 
English 

e„Ë, e„ËvKvi circle 

†Mvj, †MvjvKvi round 

†PŠ‡Kv square 

 Weather 
English 

†gNv”Qbœ, †gNjv, †g‡N XvKv overcast, cloudy 

weRwj, we ỳ¨r PgKv‡bv lightning 

eRª, evR thunder 

we ỳ¨r PgKv‡”Q it’s lightning 

eRªcvZ n‡”Q it’s thundering 

wkj/wkjv co‡Q it’s hailing 

†fRv, Av`ª, mu¨vZ‡mu‡Z damp 
wng, wngvwqZ, VvÐvq Rgv‡bv to freeze 

UvUKv, ZvRv, weï×, fresh 

eRªSo thunderstorm 
wWwMÖ, wWMÖx degree 

wkj/wkjv hail 

cÖej, Zxeª, cÖPÐ heavy, severe 
D¾¡j, my›`i, ¯”̂Q, g‡bvig, e„wónxb bright, fine, clear, fair 

AvKvk sky 

Rjevqy climate 



English 

VvÐv, kxZj cool 
Puv` moon 

†fRv wet 

Kzqvkv fog 
Kzqvkv”Qbœ foggy 

e„wócvZ, ZzlvicvZ precipitation 
e„wó rain 
e„wó nIqv to rain 

Qvqv shadow 
Qvqv”Qbœ, Qvqvgq, Qvqve„Z shady 

ckjv e„wó shower 
PKPK Kiv shine 

eid cov to snow 

So storm 

†Sv‡ov stormy 

ïK‡bv, ïKbv, ï®‹ dry 
AvenvIqv evZ©v, wi‡cvU© weather report 

AvenvIqvi c~e©vfvm weather forecast 

†gN cloud 
†gNjv, †gNv”Qbœ, †g‡N XvKv cloudy 

 Access 
English 

†Lvjv n‡e to be open 
L y‡j †`Iqv to open 

†ei nIqvi c_ exit (motorway) 

evwni exit (building) 

e¨ Í̄/RwoZ _vKv occupied, engaged 

cÖ‡ek, cÖ‡ekc_ entry, entrance 
†XvKv wb‡la no entry 

fwZ© admission 

gy³, webv g~‡j¨ /cqmvq free 

eÜ closed 
†Lvjv open 



English 

k~b¨, duvKv empty 

eÜ Kiv to close 
wbwl× forbidden 
mviv / cy‡iv whole, entire 
†Lvjv to open 

 Correctness 
English 

Aï×, wg_¨v false, wrong, incorrect 

fzj mistake, error 
wVK nIqv to be right 
wVK, ï× right, correct 
fzj nIqv to be wrong 
wVK/ ï×/ ms‡kvab/DbœwZ Kiv to correct, to improve 

ms‡kvab, DbœwZmvab correction, improvement 

 Materials 
English 

mywZ, myZv cotton 

ˆZwi, ˆZix to consist of, to be made of/from 

†jvnv iron 
KvV wood 
Pvgov leather 
cøøvw÷K plastic 

†ikg silk 
KuvP glass 
ckg wool 

 Common abbreviations 
English 

cvDÛ, weªwUk gy ª̀v £ = pound sterling 

¯‹zj cvVµ‡gi †P‡q Avjv`v extra-curricular 

†hgb ie = that is 
evsjv‡`k †ijI‡q Bangladesh Railways 
Wv³vi/wPwKrmK doctor 



English 

wgkÖ mixed 

ª̀æZMvgx ~̀icvjøvi †ijMvwo fast long-distance train 

AšÍf©~³ included 
jwi lorry 
WvK-ms‡KZ postcode 
BZ¨vw` etc 

†hgb, D`vniY¯̂iƒc eg = for example 

Theme-based vocabulary (Foundation Tier) 

Identity and culture 

Me, my family and friends 

English 

GKv, &GKvKx alone 
eqm age 
AcÖPwjZ old-fashioned 
wei³ nIqv to be annoyed 
KvD‡K wei³/ wePwjZ, DZ¨³/D‡ËwRZ Kiv to get on one’s nerves 

gvwb‡q †bIqv to get on (with) 
†`L‡Z, m „̀k to look like 
cwiPq cÎ identity card 
`vwo beard 
weL¨vZ, bvgKiv, cÖwm×, bvgx`vwg famous 
†`Lv/`k©b visit 
†`Lv Kiv to visit 
†ewk / †ekx cQ›` Kiv, †kÖq g‡b Kiv to favour, to prefer 

uwRÁvmv/wR‡Ám/Abybq Kiv to ask, to beg 
Kjg eÜz /evÜex pen-friend 
Pkgv spectacles, glasses 
¯v̂_©ci selfish 
mr honest 

GKgvÎ †Q‡j/‡g‡q, mšÍvb only child 
bvwZ/bvZwb grandchild 
gvd/ÿgv PvIqv to apologise 



English 

AbygwZ †`Iqv to allow 
M¤¢xi, ivkfvix serious 
cÖvßeq¯‹ adult, grown-up 
cwiev‡ii m`m¨/ m`m¨v member of the family 
a„ó cheeky 
eÜzZ¡ friendship 
†mŠ›`h© beauty 
my›`i beautiful, pretty 
Abyfe Kiv to feel 
LvIqv‡bv to feed 

Rb¥ †bIqv/ Rb¥MÖnY Kiv born (on) 

Rb¥ birth 
Rb¥ ZvwiL date of birth 

Rb¥¯’vb place of birth 
ˆah©kxj, †ivMx patient 

Abyf‚wZ feeling 
bxP, BZi, N„Y¨ mean 
cQ›` Kiv, fv‡jv jvMv to like 

ZvjvKcÖvß/ ZvjvKcÖvßv divorced 
cyiæl, ¯¿x sex, gender 
wew”Qbœ, we‡”Q` nIqv separated 
†mvRv, eivei, gm„Y straight, smooth 
Lywk, myLx, Avbw›`Z happy 
KviY reason 
†Lvk†gRvR/e`‡gRvR good/bad tempered 

KzrwmZ, wekÖx, K`h© ugly 
we‡q Kiv to marry 
DcKvix, mnvqK, Kv‡Ri helpful 
we‡q wedding 
bgª, f ª̀ polite 

my›`i, my›`ix pretty 
†eiwmK, wb‡e©va humorless, no sense of humor 

iwmK humorous, witty 

Avgvi Lye/ fxlY cQ›`/Avwg Lye cQ›` Kwi I like ... (very much) 

Avwg cQ›` Kwi bv/ Avwg mn¨ Ki‡Z cvwi bv I can’t stand .../I don’t like ... 



English 

ZiæY/ZiæYx youth 

†Q‡j evjK boy 

KvD‡K Rvbv to know (a person) 

Rvbv, AeMZ nIqv to get to know 

gRvi, †KŠZzKgq, A™¢zZ, wem`„k funny, comical, strange, odd 

†`Lvïbv Kiv to look after 

AcÖ¯‘Z/weeªZ nIqv to be embarrassed 

D‡cÿv Kiv, AMÖvn¨ Kiv to ignore 

_vKv, evm Kiv to live 

cÖvYcÖvPz‡h© fiv, D”Qj, cÖvYešÍ lively 

GK, GKv, GKwU single 

†jvKRb, gvbylRb people 

†KuvKov, †KuvKov‡bv curly 

gvbyl human being 

bvg ivLv, bvg WvKv to name, to call 

KvD‡K DZ¨³/ wePwjZ Kiv to get on someone’s nerves 

Kvb ear 

cwi®‹vi, cwi”Qbœ, cwicvUx tidy, neat 

e¨w³Z¡ personality 

QvocÎ passport 

PzcPvc, kvšÍ quiet, calm 

j¾v cvIqv, jw¾Z nIqv to be/feel ashamed 

ZvjvK †bIqv to get divorced 

†gvP moustache 

jvRyK shy 

†gvUv, ¯’zj fat, obese 

†ivMv-cvZjv slim 

j¤̂v, `xN© tall(person), long, lengthy(time) 

†eu‡U, Lv‡Uv, †Qv‡Uv short, small 

AvZ¥, wb‡Ri self 

¯v̂axb independent 

Kv‡iv cÖwZ m`q nIqv to care (for), to look after 

WvK bvg nick name 

mr step ~ 

bxie, kvšÍ quiet 



SMov, Kjn, ZK© argument 

SMov/ Kjn/ ZK© Kiv to quarrel, to argue 

K‡Vvi, ivMx strict 



English 

DjwK AvuKv tattoo 

¯ĉœ dream 

ỳLx sad 

Avjv`v/c„_K Kiv to separate 

cyiæl gvbyl type, person, bloke 

†ivgvÂwcÖq, ỳtmvnmx adventurous, like doing lots of things 

mnvqZv Kiv to support 

ÿgv Kiv to forgive 

m¤úK© relationship 

weevwnZ married 

wb‡qvwRZ _vKv to get engaged 

we‡qi eÜ‡b Rov‡bv engaged (to someone) 

gvwb‡q Pjv to get on with 

cÖ_g bvg first name 

wb‡Ri cwiPq †`Iqv to introduce oneself 

Kuv`v, KvbœvKvwU Kiv to cry 

gRvi funny 

emev‡mi/_vKvi RvqMv place of living 

ùvZ tooth 

†Pnviv appearance 

GKmv‡_/GKm‡½ together 

hgR twins 

   Technology in everyday life 

English 

wcÖ›U Kiv, Qvcv‡bv to print (out) 

†Uwj‡dvb telephone 

†dvb Kiv to call, to ring (phone) 

e¨envi Kiv to use 

wb‡Ri cwiPq †`Iqv to describe (oneself) 

UzBUvi twitter 

Z_¨ data 

wcÖ›Uvi. Qvcv‡bvi hš¿ printer 

Kw¤úDUvi/†dv‡b Z_¨ fiv to enter (data into computer/phone) 



English 

cvIqv, MÖnY Kiv to receive 

DbœwZ Kiv to develop 

Dbœqb development 

Pvjy Kiv to work, to function 

wec` danger 

†gvevBj mobile 

WvDb‡jvW download 

Avc‡jvW upload 

wis‡Uvb ringtone 

Z_¨c~Y©, Dc‡`kg~jK, wkÿvg~jK informative, instructive, educational 

gy‡Q †djv, †K‡U †`Iqv to delete 

wgwWqv media 

Mvwj abuse 

Mvwj †`Iqv to abuse 

†g‡mR, evZ©v messages 

eøM blog 

†bUIqvK© network 

A¯̂w Í̄Ki, j¾vRbK embarrassing 

†gBj e· (B-†gBj) mail box (email) 

WU& dot 

†dvb K¨vjKz‡jUi calculator (phone) 

SuywK risk 

cvVv‡bv to send 

Kx-†evW© keyboard 

msiÿY, cvnviv protection 

†U·U †g‡mR/evZ©v cvVv‡bv to send a text message 

†mvk¨vj wgwWqv social media 

Kw¤úDUv‡i Z_¨ msiÿY Kiv to save (data on computer) 

†nvg‡cBR (B›Uvi‡bU) homepage (internet) 

†kqvi Kiv, fvMvfvwM Kiv to share 

P¨vU iƒg/iæg chat room 

IqvBdvB wifi 



 Free-time activities 

English 

†ivgvÂKi/ ỳtmvnmc~Y© QvqvQwe adventure film 
cyi‡bv Kvwnbx / PjwPÎ/QvqvQwe old film / story 
†Mv‡q›`v Kvwnbx detective story/film 
†cÖ‡gi Mí /Kvwnbx romantic / love story 
weÁvbwfwËK Kvwnbx science fiction 
cÖvgvY¨/Z_¨wPÎ documentary film 
nvwmi Qwe comedy film 
ỳt‡Li Qwe tragedy film 

gRv Kiv to have fun, to enjoy oneself 
Avbvim pineapple 

Avi¤¢/ïiæ Kiv to start, begin 
gvQ aiv to fish 

Kgjv orange 

muvZv‡ii †cvkvK swim suit 
muvZvi KvUv swimming 

cwi‡ekb Kiv to serve 

bvwjk Kiv/Awf‡hvM Kiv to complain 
AW©vi /Av‡`k / digvk †`Iqv to order 

cvIbv †gUv‡bv, cqmv †`Iqv to pay 
wUwf, Kw¤úDUv‡ii c ©̀v, w¯Œb screen (TV, computer) 

†cqvi pear 
†iKW©vi recorder 

dzjKwc cauliflower 
wmg bean 

gvs‡mi †iv÷ meat roast 
fvRv Kveve fried kebab 

`vev‡bv press 
†Zóv, Z…òv, wccvmv thirst 

Z…òvZ©, wccvwmZ thirsty 
wWg egg 

cÖ‡ek g~j¨ admission fee 
†fZ‡i/wfZ‡i †XvKvi wUwKU/wU‡KU (admission) ticket 

AvBmwµg cvj©vi, AvBmwµ‡gi †`vKvb ice cream parlour 
AvBm-†¯‹wUs ice-skating 



mycvwik Kiv to recommend 
gUiïwU pea 

÷ª‡eix strawberry 
wmiKv vinegar 



English 

†eov/ †Niv †`Iqv to fence 

e¨vWwg›Ub badminton 

AbymiY Kiv, wc‡Q/ †cQ‡b hvIqv to follow 

myBwgs cyj, muvZvi KvUvi RvqMv swimming pool 

gvs‡mi eov/ wgU ej meat ball 

d‡ji im fruit juice 

kmv cucumber 

wmwiqvj cereal 

wdU&‡bm K¬ve, kixi my¯’ ivLvi mwgwZ fitness club 

KwVb, k³ hard 

†gBb †Kvm©, cÖavb c` (Lvevi) main course 

I‡qUvi/I‡q‡Uª&ªm, cwiPviK, cwiPvwiKv waiter 

iv¯ú‡eix raspberry 

Avbv, wb‡q Avmv to fetch, to get 

nvj&Kv Lvevi, bvkZv snack 

nvj&Kv Lvev‡ii †`vKvb, Kv‡d snack bar, cafe 

wgwói †`vKvb sweet shop 

AvMÖnx nIqv to be interested in 

Bqy_ K¬ve, hye msN youth club 

Kwd coffee 

Pv, Kwdi †KUwj/ †KZwj pot (tea, coffee) 

Avjy potato 

PxR, cwbi cheese 

†evwjs bowling (nine pin) 

we¯‹zU biscuits 

†Pwi cherry 

Pov, DVv, IVv to climb 

†bUej netball 

my¯v̂ ỳ, gRv`vi delicious 

j¨v¤^ Pc lamb chop 

f‡qi Qwe/eB scary (film/book), thriller 

nvmv to laugh 

†`Šov‡bv to run 



English 

gkjv`vi, gkjvhy³ spicy 
wm‡bgvi e‡ov c ©̀v (big) screen (in cinema) 
gÂ, w_‡qUvi, bvUK stage, theatre, play/drama 
Mvb song 
bvP-Mvb music and dance 
KweZv Ave„wË recitation 
uRjmv, msMxZvbyôvb, Abyôvb, cÖ`k©bx concert / musical programme, programme, show 
wKQz Kivi B”Qv to feel like doing something 
m`m¨ member 
Lei/msev` news 
wgwó dessert 
AvPvi / PvUwb pickle 
byWj&m, cvmZv noodles, pasta 
ev`vg nut 

dj fruit 
†Zj oil 
gwiP chilli 
wcP peach 
cøvg plum 
gvkiæg mushroom 
PK‡j‡Ui ev· chocolate (in a box of chocolates) 
†P‡L †`Lv to try, to taste 
gyiwM chicken 
wej bill 

uRwMs Kiv, e¨vqv‡gi Rb¨ Av‡ Í̄ †`Šov‡bv to jog 
NªvY †bIqv/MÜ †kuvKv to smell 
Kzw¯Í Kiv to wrestle 
†¯øRMvwo‡Z hvIqv to go sledging 
KuvPv raw 
†m× boiled 
Sjmv‡bv grilled 
ivbœv cooked 
SUcU ivbœv ready steady cook 

gkjv`vi, Svj spicy, hot 
im juice 
wµg, mi (`y‡ai) cream 

†cU f‡i LvIqv to be full up, have had enough (to eat) 
†RvMvo / msMÖn Kiv to collect 
†ivjvi †¯‹wUs-G hvIqv to go roller skating 



ùvo †e‡q †bŠKv Pvjv‡bv to row 
`vev chess 



English 

ZiKvwi curry 
¸wj Kiv to shoot 
¯v̂` †bIqv to taste 
cvj †Zvjv †bŠKv sailing boat 
Abyôvb programme 
mwilv mustard 
wmwiR, ce© series 
wmU, Avmb seat 
emv to sit 
D‡ËRbvc~Y©, wkniYg~jK exciting, thrilling 
†gby / Lv`¨-ZvwjKv menu 
Lvevi nj, iæg, Lvevi Ni dining hall, dining room 

†Ljbv toy(s) 
cvjskvK spinach 
GK ai‡bi †Ljv type of sport 

jvdv‡bv to jump 
†÷wWqvg, µxov D`¨vb stadium 

Mjvi ¯î voice 
†evbv to knit 
myc soup 

wgwó sweet 
w`‡bi we‡kl Lvevi dish of the day 
w`‡bi Lv`¨-ZvwjKv menu of the day 

Wze /Suvc †`Iqv to dive 
Uzbv tuna 
jÿ¨, D‡Ïk¨ goal 

†KK cake 
Uª¨vK-my¨U, †`Šov‡bvi †cvkvK track suit 



English 

†`Šov‡bvi RyZv sport shoe, trainers 
Kv‡iv mv‡_ †`Lv Kiv to meet (someone) 

eLwkk (I‡qUvi/I‡q‡Uª‡mi Rb¨) tip (for waiter/waitress) 
kixi PP©v Kiv to do gymnastics 
Mí Kiv to have a chat 

we‡bv`b entertainment 
wbivwgl‡fvRx vegetarian 
†n‡i hvIqv to lose 

†jvK m½xZ folk music 
civgk© †`Iqv to suggest 
÷vU©vi, cÖ_g ce© ( Lv`¨ ZvwjKvq) starter (on menu) 

†`Lv‡bv n‡”Q, cÖ`k©b, cÖ`k©bx showing, show, performance, exhibition 
nuvUv, †Rv‡i nuvUv to hike, to walk 
big soft 

evQz‡ii gvsm/ j¨v¤̂ KvU&‡jU(nvwÇ/nvo Qvov) veal/lamb cutlet (boneless) 
AvOzi/Av½yi grape 
weÁvcb advertisement 

†Quvov/ Quy‡o gviv to throw 
cÖwZ‡hvwMZv competition 
gv‡Qi UzKiv/UzK‡iv fish piece 

wej PvIqv to ask for the bill 
KvU©yb, e¨½wPÎ/i½wPÎ cartoon 
g¨vMvwRb/cwÎKv, mvgwqKx magazine 

Le‡ii KvMR/msev`cÎ newspaper 
PvjK/WªvBfvi driver 
Uvbv/UvbvUvwb Kiv pull 

†jey lemon 
wPwb sugar 
`k©K spectator, member of the audience 

wcuqvR/†cuqvR onion 



Customs and festivals in Bengali-speaking countries/communities 

English 

English 

Av‡jv /evwZ R¡vjv‡bv to light/switch on 
dz‡ji †Zvov bouquet of flowers 
Mvb MvIqv/Kiv to sing 

†ivRv/Dcevm/†ivRv ivLv fast/fasting 
igRvb  †ivRvi gvm) Ramadan (fasting month) 
cvIqv/ MÖnY Kiv to get, to receive 

ab¨ev` †`Iqv/Rvbv‡bv to thank 
`vIqvZ/wbgš¿Y/Avgš¿Y Kiv to invite 

`vIqvZ/wbgš¿Y/Avgš¿Y invitation 

D`&hvcb celebration 
D`&hvcb/cvjb Kiv to celebrate 
miKvwi QzwU public holiday 

Drme festival 
evwR †dvUv‡bv/†cvov‡bv fireworks 
A‡cÿv Kiv to look forward to 

†Kv‡bvwKQz‡Z Lywk nIqv to be pleased about something 
AwZw_/†gngvb guest 
†gRevb, Dc¯’vcK host/to host 

Dcnvi present 
Nywo Iov‡bv/Dov‡bv, Nywo Drme flying kite/kite festival 
†RvQbv, Puv‡`i Av‡jv moonlight 

C‡`i bvgvR Eid prayer 
C` Drme Eid festival 
†gvgevwZ candle 

ag©xq religious 
fvRv iæwU fried chapatti 
evsjv beel© Bengali New year 

AvšÍR©vwZK gvZ…fvlv w`em International Mother Tongue Day 
c‡njv ˆekvL Bengali New Year’s Day (1st Baishakh) 
ˆekvLx †gjv Bengali New Year fair 

B÷v‡ii QzwU Easter holiday 
B÷vi Easter 



wµmgvm, e‡ovw`b Christmas 
c~Rv Drme, ~̀M©v c~Rv Puja festival, Durga Puja 
mvRv‡bv to decorate 
beel© New Year 
w`Iqvjx/†`Iqvjx Diwali 



English 

iv¯Ívi wgwQj street procession 
f¨v‡j›UvBb w`em St Valentine’s Day 
QÙ‡ek †bIqv, RuvKRgKc~Y© †cvkvK civ to dress up, to disguise oneself, to put on fancy 

dress 
jyKv‡bv to hide 
†gvbvRvZ/cÖv_©bv Kiv.Dcvmbv Kiv to pray, worship 
gmwR`, gw›`i, wMR©v. MxR©v mosque, temple, church 

Z¨vM, ewj`vb sacrifice 

C‡`i w`b Eid Day 

Rb¥w`b birthday 



 Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

English 

UªvwdK jvBU, iv Í̄v cvi nIqvi evwZ traffic light, pedestrian light 

iv¯Ív cvivcvi pedestrian crossing 

moK ỳN©Ubv road accident 

cÖ Í̄ve/Kiv offer, propose 

myBP wU‡c Pvjy Kiv/ eÜ Kiv to turn/switch on/ switch off 

c‡i †`Lv  (Kvco-†Pvco) to try on (clothes) 

dv‡g©mx/†Kwg÷ pharmacy/chemist 

hš¿cvwZ apparatus, appliance 

cwi®‹vi Kiv to tidy (up) 

LiP/e¨q Kiv (UvKv) to spend (money) 

†mBj, g~j¨n«vm sale 

wewµ n‡q †M‡Q sold out 

†eBKvix, †eBKvwi, iæwUi †`vKvb bakery 

I‡fb oven 

†Mvmj/mœvb Kiv to have a bath 

ev_Uve, †Mvm‡ji Ue bathtub 

Lvgvi evwo farm house 

Lvgvi, Rwg farm, land 

MvQ, MvQcvjv tree, trees 

yPviv/PvivMvQ plant/s 

PvivMvQ jvMv‡bv planting 

K…lK, Pvlx farmer 



English 

cvnvo/ce©Z mountain 

Qwe picture 

dzj flower 

fvRv to fry 

cyj bridge 

jvB‡eªwi/ jvB‡eªix, cvVvMvi library 

eB‡qi †`vKvb book shop 

dzUcv_/ cv‡q Pjvi c_ pavement 

Qv` roof 

wP‡j‡KvVv attic, loft 

K¤^j blanket 

¯§„wZ‡mŠa monument 
nj, wgjbvqZb hall 
B‡jKwUªwmwU/ we ỳ¨r electricity 

†c‡Uªvj,R¡vjvwb petrol, fuel 
evwo, evmv house 

`~iZ¡/ ~̀‡i distance 

†KvY, †Kvbv, †gvo corner 

wb‡Ri own 

`vjvb building 

†KbvKvUv Kiv, evRvi Kiv to shop 

cywjk †÷kb police station 

evRv‡ii _wj/e¨vM shopping bag 

evRvi Kivi Uªwj shopping trolley 

†gvov‡bv to wrap (up) 

evwm›`v inhabitant/resident 

ˆe`y¨wZK hš¿cvwZi †`vKvb shop for electrical goods 

wb‡Pi Zjv ground floor 

evwo/fe‡bi Zj/Zjv floor, storey 

LvU, ev”Pv‡`i LvU bed, cot 

KviLvbv factory 

ev‡mi wUwKU ticket (eg for bus) 

gvV, gq`vb field 

d¬¨vU flat 

gvs‡mi †`vKvb butcher’ shop 



English 

njNi, Kwi‡Wvi hall, corridor 
b`x river 
bvwcZ hairdresser 
†g‡S floor 
c_Pvix pedestrian 

KuvUv Avi Qzwi fork & knife 
M¨v‡mi Pzjv gas cooker 
`vjvb building 
AÂj, GjvKv region, area 

hyw³m¤§Z reasonable 
†cvZvkÖq, e›`i harbour, port 
wPwoqvLvbv, RxeRš‘ zoo, animals 
†ijI‡q/ †ij †÷kb railway station 
ivRavbx kni capital city 
cwievi-cwiRb, Mvn© ’̄¨ household 
†Svc hedge 
wnwUs, Zvcb heating 
wki¯¿vY helmet 

Pzjv, †÷vf cooker, stove 
DuPz DuPz `vjvb-†KvVv high rise block of flats/buildings 
meyR eb green forest 
Øxc island 
Mnbvi/ †mvbvi †`vKvb jeweller’s 
fv½v broken 
wUj, K¨vk c‡q›U till, cash point 
wWcvU©‡g›Uvj †÷vi, e‡ov †`vKvb department store 

†Nvovi Mvwo horse-drawn carriage 

fvovi Mvwo rental car 

wiKmv, wiKkv rickshaw 
Kvc‡oi †`vKvb clothes shop 
†ej evRv‡bv to ring (bell) 
†UvKv †`Iqv/av°v‡bv to knock (door) 
ivbœv Kiv to cook 
Pzjv hob 
†`ivR Avjgvwi chest of drawers 



wgwó, †KK BZ¨vw`i cȪ ‘ZKviK / gqiv confectioner’s 



English 

evwjk pillow 

webvg~j¨ free of charge 

†PŠgv_v crossroads 

wd«R fridge 

L‡Ïi/Kv÷gvi customer 

AvU© M¨vjvix art gallery 

†`vKvb shop 

Rwg, cwjø/cjøx GjvKv, MÖvgvÂj land, countryside 

cÖvK…wZK f’ „̀k¨ landscape 

†Mªvmvi, gyw`i †`vKvb grocer’s 

Lvwj Kiv to empty 

†`vKvb`vi shopkeeper 

evwZ, Av‡jv light 

wewj Kiv, †cuŠ‡Q †`Iqv to deliver 

PvgP spoon 

Nvm KvUv to mow 

LvIqvi, Lvevi, LvIqvi mgq meal, mealtime 

my‡hvMmyweav facilities 

evRv‡ii RvqMv market place 

†`Iqvj wall (outside) 

Qzwi knife 

emvi Ni/jvDÄ living room/lounge 

fvov rent 

fvov †`Iqv, fvov Kiv to rent, to hire 

gvB‡µvI‡qf I‡fb microwave oven 

AvmevecÎ furniture 

†gvUi PvwjZ mvB‡Kj (motorised) bicycle 

†gvUi evBK motor bike 

evwo‡Z hvIqv (going) home 

Dci/IciZjv upstairs 

wb‡PiZjv downstairs 

cÖwZ‡ewk/ cÖwZ‡ekx neighbour 

Amyweav disadvantage 

weQvbvi cv‡ki Avjgvwi/ †`ivR bedside cabinet 



English 

Riæix Ae ’̄vq †ei nIqvi c_ emergency exit 

gv‡Qi †`vKvb fishmonger 

digvk/ ûKzg/Av‡`k †`Iqv order 

Mvwo ivLvi RvqMv parking place 

HwZnvwmK ’̄vb/RvqMv/`k©bxq ’̄vb historical places, places of interest 

ivRv-ivYxi Qwe/ ˆZjwPÎ royal photos, oil paintings 

msMÖn, ¯§viK, ¯§„wZwPý collection/s, souvenir 

†cv÷vi/ †`IqvjcÎ, †bvwUk/weÁwß poster, notice 

RvqMv place 

`vg, g~j¨ price 

†MvmjLvbv bathroom 

iwm` receipt 

jb, QuvUv Nv‡m XvKv evMvb lawn 

Zvjv, Pvwe lock, key 

msjMœ/jvMv‡bv evwo terraced house 

weQvbvi Pv`i bed sheet 

PjšÍ wmuwo escalator 

wRwbm thing; stuff 

ª̀æZMvgx †Uªb first train 

iv¯Ív street 

†`vKv‡bi Rvbvjv shop window 

jvB‡b ùvov‡bv to queue 

†`ivR drawer 

Avjgvwi cupboard 

†÷kbvix/gwbnvwi/gwbnvix †`vKvb stationery shop 

`vg Kgv‡bv to reduce 

we‡kl `vg/g~j¨ special offer 

Avi wKQz PvB/jvM‡e? Anything else? 

Avqbv mirror 

†Ljvi gvV, gq`vb play ground 

kn‡ii cÖvšÍ outskirts of a town 

†`IhvjwPÎ, weÁwß poster, notice 

†mvRv / Lvov K‡i ivLv to put, to place (upright) 

Uª̈ vg tram 

†c‡Uªvj/wW‡R‡j fiv to fill up with petrol/diesel 

†c‡Uªvj †÷kb 

gRy` _v‡K

petrol station 



English 

Kvc, †cqvjv cup 

Pv‡qi PvgP teaspoon 

_vjv/ _vwj/ †cøU plate 

Kv‡c©U, MvwjPv carpet 

wd«Rvi freezer 

†Uwej K¬_, †Uwe‡ji Pv`i table cloth 

ZvIqv pan 

wmuwo stairs 

DuPz `vjv‡bi mvwi tower block 

AvÛviMÖvDÛ †Uªb, wUDe, cvZvj †ij underground train, tube 

….. w`‡q †Niv surrounded by 

Pvicv‡ki GjvKv surrounding area 

evwo/evmv e`j to move (house) 

c ©̀v curtain 

kniZjx suburb 

myweav advantage 

eb, R½j wood, forest 

†fZ‡ii/wfZ‡ii †`Iqvj wall (inside) 

dzj`vbx / dzj`vwb vase 

nvZ †avqvi †ewmb wash basin 

Rsjx dz‡ji gvV meadow 

KuvP w`‡q †Niv emvi RvqMv conservatory 

KvDwÝ‡ji d¬¨vU council flats 

iv¯Ív cvi nIqvi RvqMv zebra crossing 

Social issues 

English 

wbf©i Kiv, wbf©ikxj nIqv to be dependent on 

IRb Kgv‡bv to lose weight 

wkiv, iM vein 

e„×vkÖg, eq¯‹ †jvKR‡bi/e„×-e„×v‡`i _vKvi RvqMv old people's home 

bvgnxb, AcÖKvwkZ/QÙbvg anonymous 

k¦vm breath 

†Q‡o †`Iqv to give up 



English 

_vgv, _vgv‡bv to stop 

we‡`kx foreigner 

we‡`k foreign 

gvZvj drunk, intoxicated 

bovPov, e¨vqvg movement; exercise 

A‡PZb, AÁvb unconscious 

m‡PZbZv consciousness 

Kvk, Kvwk cough 

i³ blood 

Amy¯’ nIqv, †f‡½ cov to be sick; to break 

gv`K, gv`K ª̀e¨ drug 

gv`K e¨emvqx drug dealer 

†bkvMÖ Í̄, gv`Kvm³ drug addict 

ewnivMZ immigrant 

Avivg /wekÖvg Kiv to relax 

Lvevi/LvIqvi, cywó, cywóKi food, nutrition, nutritious 

cÖv_wgK wPwKrmv First Aid 

Avwg fv‡jv AvwQ, fv‡jv †bB I am fine, well/not well 

Pwe©, fat 

Pwe©hy³, Pwe© RvZxq fatty (food) 

†gvUv, fxlY †gvUv, ¯’yj obese, fat 

`gKj evwnbx fire brigade 

†¯^”Qv‡mevg~jK voluntarily 

†¯^”Qv‡mex volunteer 

fv½v broken 

¯v̂¯’̈ Ki healthy 

¯v̂¯’̈  health 

IRb weight 

†RZv, Rq Kiv to win 

mvg¨Zv equality 

a‡i ivLv, ivLv, †i‡L †`Iqv to hold, to keep 

Pvgovi iO colour of the skin 

evwo, QvÎvevm, n‡÷j home, hostel 

mvnvh¨ Kiv to help 



English 

nvU©, ürwcÐ heart 

mvnvh¨ help 

Amnvq helpless 

(kixi) wVK/fv‡jv/my¯’ _vKv to be in form/in (good) shape 

(kixi) Amy¯’ ill 

nvmcvZvj hospital 

G¨v¤^y‡jÝ ambulance 

Amy¯’Zv illness 

K¨vÝvi cancer 

wjfvi, KwjRv liver 

†cU, cvK ’̄jx stomach 

Ilya, Jla medicine 

mnvbyf’wZ sympathy 

cyi¯‹vi prize 

eY© race 

eY©ev` racism 

eY©ev`x racist 

Dc‡`k advice 

wmMv‡iU LvIqv, a~gcvb Kiv to smoke 

†iWµm Red Cross 

kvwšÍ, kvšÍ, kvšÍ Ae ’̄v peace, quiet, tranquillity 

ÿwZMÖ Í̄, ỳM©Z, ÿwZKi damaging, harmful 

e¨_v, †e`bv pain, ache 

e¨_v/ †e`bv Kiv/_vKv to have …ache 

wPšÍv, ỳwðšÍv worry 
†`Lvïbv/hZœ Kiv to care for, to look after 
`vb Kiv to donate 
wmwiÄ, Bb‡RKkvb, wUKv syringe, injection, vaccination 
†XvKv‡bv, XzKv‡bv to inject 
giv, gviv hvIqv to die 
Avmw³ addiction 
Avm³ addicted 
RxeRš‘i AvkÖq¯’j animal shelter 
g„Z dead 



English 

Avwg Amy¯’ †eva KiwQ I feel ill, sick 

ỳN©Ubv accident 
iM vein 
moK ỳN©Ubv traffic accident 
AvnZ nIqv, AvNvZ cvIqv to be/get injured 
ÿZ, RLg, AvNvZ injury 
AvNvZ Kiv to hurt 
`wi ª̀ †mev, `vb charity 
†mevg~jK Kv‡Ri Rb¨ Abyôvb/Drme charity concert, event 
nvU© G¨vUvK, ü`‡iv‡M AvµvšÍ  heart attack 
IRb †e‡o hvIqv to put on weight 

 Global issues 

English 

AveR©bv, eR©¨ rubbish, waste 

AveR©bv cvÎ, gqjv †djvi cvÎ rubbish bin, litter bin 
wbM©Z †auvqv exhaust fumes 
m¤§vb, AZ¨šÍ kÖ×v respect, esteem 
kw³i weKí Drm alternative source of energy 
A‡K‡Rv/AcÖ‡qvRbxq KvMR waste paper 
Rb¥v‡bv, e‡ov nIqv, †e‡o IVv, e„w× cvIqv to grow 
†eKvi unemployed 
Mwie, Mixe `wi ª̀ poor 
`vwi ª̀ poverty 
g‡i hvIqv, Aejyß nIqv to die out 

fq †`Lv‡bv, ûgwK †`Iqv, kvmv‡bv to threaten 

†c‡Uªvj petrol 
wfLvix, wfÿzK beggar 
RbmsL¨v population 
b¨vq justice 
R¡vjvwb fuel 
avi, †`bv, FY debt, loan 
`iKvi jvMv /cÖ‡qvRb nIqv to need 
ˆ`wbK, ˆ`bw›`b, †ivRKvi daily 



English 

ivmvqwbK chemical 
†Pvi thief 
ˆelg¨ discrimination 
GKvKx, GKv lonely 

bó K‡i †djv to dispose of (waste, refuse, sewage) 

VvÐvq gviv hvIqv to freeze to death 
mvB‡Kj †jBb bicycle track/lane 
cvjv‡bv, cvwj‡q/ †f‡M hvIqv to flee 
†nvg‡jm, M„nnxb, wbivkÖq homeless 
e¨envi, AvPvi-e¨envi usage 
wec¾bK, dangerous 
mgvR society 
mwnsmZv violence 
wnsmªª violent 
AvNvZ Kiv to heat 
Kqjv coal 

evB‡i, evwn‡i outside 

wbg©gZv, µz×Zv cruelty 
¯’vqx wVKvbvwenxb to have no fixed abode 
gkv mosquitoes 
we ỳ¨r‡K› ª̀ power station 
hy× war 
gvby‡li ‰Zwi wRwbm man-made/synthetic material 
†kvi‡Mvj, †Mvjgvj, †Kvjvnj noise 
†Kvjvnjc~Y©, ˆn‰Pc~Y© noisy 
Rxeb life 
evZvm, evq~ air 
evq~ ~̀lY air pollution 
kã ~̀lY noise pollution 

AveR©bvcvÎ, gqjv †djvi cvÎ dustbin 

`iKvi, Pvwn`v, cÖ‡qvRb need 
Aciva crime 
Rbmg‡ÿ, cÖKv‡k¨ public(ly) 



English 

NUbv/ ỳN©Ubvi wkKvi victim 
I-†Rvb ¯Í‡i wQ ª̀ hole in the ozone layer 
I-†Rvb ¯Íi ozone layer 
Rgv deposit 
abx rich 
cwi®‹vi Kiv to clean 
cwi®‹vi clean 
Aw·‡Rb oxygen 

GwmW †iBb acid rain 

aŸsm/ÿwZ Kiv to damage, to harm 
aŸsm/ÿwZ damage 
ÿwZKi harmful 
†Lvmv skin (fruit), peel (potato), shell (egg) 
†bvsiv, gqjv dirty 
iÿv Kiv, wbivc‡` ivLv, euvPv‡bv to protect 
ỳe©j weak 

eb¨v flood 
†mŠi kw³ solar energy 
†eKvi fvZv unemployment benefit 
KvDwÝ‡ji d¬¨vU council flat 

mÂq Kiv/mwÂZ ivLv to save, to conserve 
kw³kvjx strong 
Pzwi Kiv to steal 
wMÖbnvDm G‡d± greenhouse effect 
RbvwaK¨ over-populated 
AwZ †e¸bx iwk¥ ultra-violet rays 
Rwic, Rixc survey 
cwi‡ek environment 
cwi‡e‡ki kÎæ environmentally hostile 
cwi‡e‡ki eÜz/ cwi‡ekev`x environmentally friendly 

mnvqZv Kiv to support 

mnvq, mvnvh¨ support, help 



English 

†fvM Kiv, LiP Kiv, †kl K‡i †djv consumption 
Aciva crime 
Acivax criminal 
hvbRU traffic jam 
hvbevnb/cwienb means of transport 
†gvoK package 
~̀wlZ Kiv to pollute 
~̀lY pollution 

A „̀k¨ nIqv, wgwj‡q hvIqv to disappear 

Zvwo‡q †`Iqv, †ei K‡i †`Iqv to drive out, to expel 
Rj/cvwb we ỳ¨r kw³ hydroelectric power 
cvwb/Rj ~̀lY water pollution 
†d‡j †`Iqv to throw away 
wek¦‡Rvov/c„w_ex‡Rvov worldwide 
aŸsm/bó Kiv to destroy 
evwo/evmv home, house 

Travel and tourism 

English 

Qvov, †Q‡o hvIqv to leave, to depart 

msMÖn Kiv, †Zvjv, Zz‡j †bIqv to collect, to pick up 

Avmv, AvMgb, G‡m †cuŠQv‡bv to arrive 

Gwkqv Asia 

evsjv‡`k, fviZ(BwÛqv) Bangadesh, India 

XvKv, wm‡jU, KjKvZv, ỳevB Dhaka, Sylhet, Kolkata, Dubai 

wUªc, ågY, wkÿv mdi trip, excursion 

c~iY Kiv to fill in 

we‡`k foreign country, abroad 

†`Lv view 

evm †_‡K bvgv to alight, get off (bus) 

cøø¨vUdg© platform 

Rvbv, cwiwPZ known 

RbwcÖq, weL¨vZ, cÖwm× popular 

„̀k¨ †`Lv, `k©b Kiv, †PvL †g‡j †`Lv to sightsee, to visit, to have a look 

evm Kiv, _vKv to stay 



„̀wó, GK cjK †`Lv view, glance 



English 

†bŠKv boat 

WvKev· letter box 

WvKwUwKU/wU‡KU postage stamp 

ỳM© castle 

cÖvmv` palace 

Rv`yNi, hv`yNi museum 

K¨v¤úmvBU campsite 

g¨vc, gvbwPÎ map 

Wvej iæg, ỳB weQvbvi Ni double room 

†XvKv to get in 

GK weQvbvi Ni single room 

wUwKU jvMv‡bv/ wUwKU ˆea Kiv to stamp/validate a ticket 

¯§„wZ memory 

AwfÁZv nIqv/jvf Kiv to experience 

K‡g hvIqv, n«vm reduction 

†dwi, †LqvZwi, †Lqvc_ ferry 

wU‡KU/wUwKU †gwkb ticket machine 

wUwKU (†Kbvi) Awdm ticket office 

fvov fare 

fvovi mvB‡Kj bicycle hire 

hvÎv, mdi, fªgY journey 

d¬vBU, wegvbågY flight 

Gqvi‡cvU©, wegvbe›`i airport 

D‡ovRvnvR, †cøb plane 

dg©, form 

K¨v‡giv camera 

wba©vwiZ mdi guided tour 

gvjcÎ luggage 

my¨U‡Km suitcase 

Av‡ivnb, IVv, Pov boarding 

Øxc island 

Pvwiw`‡K ågY Kiv to travel around 

Bhy_ n‡÷j, hye wbevm youth hostel 

MÖxm Greece 

cviwdDg, myMwÜ, myevm, AvZi perfume, scent 



English 

DcK~j coast 

mvwi, msL¨v  (†i‡ji, ev‡mi) line, number (train, bus) 

mgy ª̀ sea 

f’ga¨mvMixq Mediterranean 

ỳevB Dubai 

wWRbxj¨vÛ Disneyland 

BD‡ivc/BI‡ivc Europe 

MÖxm Greece 

e‡½vcmvMi Bay of Bengal 

Mvwo APj nIqv/ PvKv wQ ª̀ /dz‡Uv/dzUv nIqv breakdown, puncture, (tyre) 

hvÎx passenger 

†nv‡Uj hotel 

AvMÖvi ZvRgnj Tajmahal of Agra 

hvÎv, ågY, mgỳ ª hvÎv journey, trip, voyage 

Uªv‡fj G‡R›U travel agency 

†KvP coach 

hvÎv/ågY Kiv to travel 

ch©UK/hvÎx traveller 

ˆe‡`wkK gz ª̀v wewbgq foreign exchange 

ågY e¨vM travel bag 

MšÍe¨ destination 

gvjcÎ luggage 

wb‡ ©̀k direction 

Uz¨i/wUªc, mdi, hvÎv, ågY trip, tour 

ga¨cÖvP¨ Middle East 

jKvi, wRwbmcÎ iv_vi †Qv‡Uv Avjgvwi locker 

cÖvmv` palace 

†jBK, n«`  

n«

lake 

Sibv, cvnvox Sibv stream, natural fountain 

hvÎvq / åg‡Y Amy¯’Zv travel sickness 

„̀k¨ †`Lvi evm sightseeing bus 

`k©bxq RvqMv/ ’̄vb tourist attraction, sight 

wbivcËv †eë, wmU †eë safety belt, seat belt 



English 

†iv` †cvnv‡bv/ †iŠ ª̀ œ̄vb/ †iv‡` e‡m/ï‡q _vKv to sunbathe 

†iv‡` †cvov sunburn 

mvb wµg, †jvkb  

n«

suntan lotion 

†Uª‡b Lvev‡ii Mvwo dining car, restaurant car (train) 

cv‡q †nu‡U kni Ny‡i †`Lv/ kn‡i cvqPvwi Kiv stroll through town 

†`vKv‡bi Rvbvjvq mvRv‡bv wRwbmcÎ †`Lv window shopping 

hvbRU traffic jam 

mvMi/mgy ª̀Zxi, ˆmKZ, †ejvf’’wg seaside, beach, sandy beach 

iv¯Ívi g¨vc/gvbwPÎ road map 

†LuvRv, †`Lv to look for, search 

mvMi/mgy ª̀cvwo/cvivcvi/iv¯Ív cvivcvi crossing (sea, road) 

ivwÎ hvcb/ivZ KvUv‡bv to stay overnight 

†eW GÛ †eªKdv÷ B&B 

hvbevnb e`j Kiv to change (means of transport) 

c‡_/iv Í̄vq on the way 

QzwU holiday 

mgq KvUv‡bv to spend (time) 

nviv‡bv / my‡hvM nviv‡bv to miss 

†`wi/†`ix/wej¤̂  

n«

delay 

A‡cÿv Kiv/ e‡m _vKv to wait (for) 

hvÎx‡`i wekÖvgNi waiting room (eg station) 

c_, iv¯Ív way, path 

†Q‡o hvIqv, Ab¨Lv‡b ågY Kiv /hvIqv to leave, to travel away 

P‡j hvIqv, we`vq nIqv to leave, to go away 

ågY / hvÎv Kiv 

n«

to travel on 

Avevi / cybivq again 

MÖvg / cjøx GjvKv / AÂj country side 

K¨vivfvb caravan 

Zuvey tent 

K¨v¤ú /wkwei Kiv to camp 

English 

 ỳB weQvbvi Ni twin bed room 



 Current and future study and employment 

My studies 

Life at school/college 

English 

†ek /Lye /fxlY fv‡jv very good 
fv‡jv good 
m‡šÍvlRbK satisfactory, fair 
h‡_ó, ch©vß, †Xi, ïay cvk sufficient, pass (just) 
Am‡šÍvlRbK, †dj poor, unsatisfactory, fail 
fxlYfv‡e Lvivc, AcÖZzj extremely poor, inadequate 
¯‹zj Qvovi mvwU©wd‡KU school leaving certificate 
†cwÝj kvc©bvi pencil sharpener 
DËi answer 
DËi/ Reve †`Iqv to answer 
Kvco/†cvkvK civ to get dressed 
gvbvbmB suit 
g‡bv‡hvM †`Iqv to pay attention 
IVv to get up 
Nyg †_‡K IVv to wake up 

English 

†nW wUPvi / cÖavb wkÿK/wcÖwÝcvj/Aa¨ÿ headteacher, principal 
welq/mve‡R± subject 
we‡`kx fvlv foreign language 
bvh¨, b¨vq m¤§Z fair, just 
PvjvK, PZzi, eyw×gvb/eyw×gwZ clever, intelligent 
†kLv‡bv, wkÿv †`Iqv to teach 
¯‹z‡ji cvV¨ welq school subject 
wUPvi, wkÿK/wkwÿKv teacher 
†jm&b/ K¬vk/K¬vm lesson 
Ab¨vq, AbywPZ, Ab¨vh¨ unfair 



English 

&G‡m¤̂jx nj, mgv‡ekkvjv (assembly) hall 
wewbgq exchange 
evQvB, cQ›` choice 
D`vniY, „̀óvšÍ example 
cixÿvq cvm Kiv/DËxY© nIqv to pass (exam/test) 
KvR †_‡K cvjv‡bv to skip work, to play truant 
A¼, MwYZ Mathematics 
†UKv, wU‡K _vKv to last 
mvdj¨, mdjZv success 
mdj successful 
eywS‡q †`Iqv, e¨vL¨v Kiv to explain 
ejv, eY©bv Kiv, to tell, to narrate 
Ajm, Avj‡m lazy 
Abycw ’̄Z absent 
¯‹z‡ji QzwU school holidays 
cwikÖgx hard working, industrious 
cÖkœ question 
wRÁvmv / wR‡Ám Kiv to ask 
¯‹zj /we`¨vjq school 

†m‡KÛvix ¯‹zj/ gva¨wgK we`¨vjq secondary school 
cËb / ’̄vcb Kiv to found 
cÖvBgvix ¯‹zj / cÖv_wgK we`¨vjq  primary school 
Bs‡iwR English 
bKj Kiv to copy 
†`Lv‡kvbvKvix/ZË¡veavqK caretaker 
mvU©, eøvDR/ Rvgv shirt, blouse 
UªvDRvi, cvZjyb, c¨v›U trousers 
AvevwmK ¯‹zj boarding school 
cixÿv test 
¯‹zj wUªc, ¯‹z‡ji mdi/ågY school trip 
†g‡q‡`i †cvkvK / †Wªm dress 
ï× / wVK Kiv to correct 
UvB tie 



English 

mv`v ‡evW© white board 
j¨ve‡iUix, M‡elYvMvi laboratory 
÷vd iƒg, wkÿK-wkwÿKv‡`i emvi Ni staff room 
iæjvi ruler 
iO Kiv to paint 
jvÂ †eªBK/ ỳcz‡i LvIqvi weiwZ lunch break 
†gŠwLKfv‡e, gy‡L gy‡L orally 
kvw Í̄ cvIqv to have a detention 
†MÖW, b¤̂i grade, mark 
fv‡jv b¤̂i/ †MÖW cvIqvi Pvc pressure to achieve good marks/grades 
weiwZ break 
Mí Kiv, K_v ejv to chat, to talk 
†nvgIqvK©, evwoi KvR (¯‹zj welqK) homework 
cov, †jLv, †kvbv I ejv to read, write, listen & speak 
iæg, Ni, Kÿ, Kvgiv room 
Kjg pen 
MYbv, wnmve Kiv to calculate, to do sums 
wbqg-Kvbyb rules 
¯‹z‡ji †cvkvK school uniform 
¯‹vd©, Mje¯¿ scarf 
mvR‡MvR Kiv to put on make-up 
wjwLZ written 
QvÎ/QvÎx student 
¯‹z‡ji gvV/‡Ljvi gvV school yard, playground 
eB book 
cvZv / c„ôv page 
¯‹z‡ji Awdm, wi‡mckvb, Af¨_©bv office (school), reception 
emv to sit down 
¯‹zj el© school year 
¯‹zj KvDwÝj, wbe©vPb school council election 
fvlv language 

UvBg‡Uwej, mgqm~Px timetable 
covi †Uwej desk 
†Ljva~jvi nj, wgjbvqZb sports hall 



English 

Af¨vm /cÖqvm Kiv to practise 

e¨vqvg exercise 

Kvco e`jv‡bvi Ni changing room 

Kvco e`jv‡bv to get changed, change clothes 

¯‹zj ïiæ/Avi¤¢ nq school starts 

¯‹zj †kl nq school finishes 

GK‡N‡q, weiw³Ki boring 

†evSv to understand 

†Póv Kiv to try 

cQ›` Kiv to choose 

DrmvnRbK, gRvi interesting 

evievi ejv, Kiv, cybive„Ë Kiv to repeat 

Rvbv to know 

wWKkbvix, Awfavb dictionary 

ùv‡Zi eªvk toothbrush 

Uz_‡c÷, ùv‡Zi †c÷/gvRb toothpaste 

AvuKv to draw 

¯‹z‡ji wi‡cvU©, cÖwZ‡e`b school report 

KuvwP scissors 

  Education post-16 

English 

G¨‡cÖw›Um, wkÿvbwem apprentice, trainee 

G-†j‡fj mgZ~j¨ A-level equivalent

Kv‡Ri AwfÁZv work experience 

KvR Kiv to work 

ZvK †MvQv‡bv shelving 

`v‡gi KvMR price tag/s 

Kv‡Ri mv‡_ RwoZ wkÿv work related learning 

†Uªwbs, cÖwkÿY, wkÿv (job) training, education 

c`Lvwj, PvKix Lvwj vacancy 

K¨vwiqvi/†ckv Dc‡`óv/A¨vWfvBRvi/civgk©`vZv careers adviser 

†ckv/ RxweKv profession/career 

`iLv¯Í / Av‡e`b Kiv to apply for 

`iLv¯Í dg© / Av‡e`bcÎ application 



English 

wPwV letter 

IciIqviv/DciIqvjv/Kg©KZ©v boss 

w ’̄i Kiv/wm×všÍ †bIqv to decide 

AwfÁZv experience 

ˆZix, cÖ ‘̄Z ready, done 

WªvBwfs jvB‡mÝ, Mvwo Pvjv‡bvi AbygwZcÎ driving license 

my‡hvM opportunity 

mnKg©x colleague 

†Kvm© course 

e¨w³MZ Z_¨ curriculum vitae (CV) 

G¨‡cÖw›Umkxc, wkÿvbwewm apprenticeship 

†eZb, cvwikÖwgK wage 

me‡P‡q Kg †eZb minimum wage 

cvU©-UvBg PvKix, LÐKvjxb PvKix part-time job 

wm·&_ dg© Gi mgZ~j¨ equivalent to sixth-form 

Dc‡`k advice 

Uvg© term 

BDwbfvwm©wU / wek¦we`¨vjq university 

†jLvcov studies 

Avq/ †ivRMvi Kiv to earn 

Jobs, career choices and ambitions

English 

Kg©Pvix employee 

dvg©vwm÷ pharmacist 

Kv‡Ri N›Uv/ Kv‡Ri mgq working hours 

†eBKvi, iywU cÖ ‘̄ZKviK baker 

w`b gRyi daily labourer 

evbv‡bv, ˆZwi / wbg©vY Kiv to build 

†ckv`vi professional 

miKvix Kg©Pvix civil servant 

PvKwi/PvKix, †ckv job, occupation 

Kv‡Ri RvqMvq at work place 



English 

e¨ Í̄, Kg©e¨ Í̄, wb‡qvwRZ busy, employed 

Kg©KZv, wb‡qvMKZ©v employer 

gvwjKvbv to own 

gvwjK owner 

cvIbv cwi‡kva payment 

wcIb/WvKwcIb postman 

Awdm, `dZi office 

c~Y© /cvjb Kiv to fulfil 

`gKjKg©x fireman 

KkvB butcher 

bvwcZ hairdresser 

mvivw`b all day 

gvwj gardener 

†eZb salary 

M„wnYx housewife 

†kd, eveywP©, ivay‡b chef, cook 

bvm© / †mweKv nurse 

MvqK/MvwqKv singer 

e¨v¼ Kg©Pvix, K¨vwkqvi, wnmveiÿK cashier, bank clerk 

cø¨vgvi, cvwbi wgw ¿̄ plumber 

e¨emvqx businessman 

Wv³vi, wPwKrmK doctor 

jwi PvjK lorry driver 

†h iO K‡i, mvRvq painter, decorator 

BwÄwbqvi, cÖ‡KŠkjx engineer 

cy‡ivwnZ, cv ª̀x, Cgvg priest, vicar, imam 

cywjk policeman 

ˆmwbK soldier 

~DwKj lawer 

AemicÖvß pensioner/retired 

Awf‡bZv / Awf‡bÎx actor/actress 

wkd&U Gi KvR shift work 

wb‡qv‡Mi ZvwiL date of appointment 

cvU©-UvBg PvKix/KvR, LÐKvjxb KvR Part time job 



English 

†gKvwbK, wgw ¿̄, KvwiMi mechanic 

QzZvi wgw ¿̄ carpenter 

†`vKvb mnKvix shop assistant 

dzj-UvBg PvKix/KvR, c~Y©Kvjxb KvR full time work 

PvKixi B›UviwfD, PvKixi Rb¨ mvÿvrKvi job interview 

`ÿZv, †hvM¨Zv skills / expertise, qualification/s 

wg‡jwg‡k / `jfz³ n‡q KvR Kiv team work 

¯v̂axbfv‡e ¯̂wbf©i n‡q KvR Kiv working independently 

AvZ¥wek¦vmx self-confident / self-reliant 

M¨vivR, MvwoNi garage 

B”Qv wish 

 Theme-based vocabulary (Higher Tier) 

Identity and culture 

Me, my family and friends 

English 

GKgvÎ mšÍvb single child 

¯v̂axb independent 

†KuvKov Pzj curly hair 

†`Lvïbv Kiv to look after 

mylg balanced 

cwiPq, eÜz acquaintance, friend 

m¤úK© relationship 

K‡b bride 

ei groom 

we‡q marriage 

wnsmy‡U jealous 

RvZxqZv nationality 

AvZ¥vwfgvbx conceited 

bvwZ grandson 

bvZwb granddaughter 

e¨w³Z¡ personality 

`qvjy generous 

AweevwnZ bachelor 



cÖvYešÍ lively 

Nwbô m¤úK© close relationship 

Kó cvIqv to suffer 

hyeK/hyeZx, ZiæY/ZiæYx youth, teen 

Aí/Kgeqmx young (age) 

ga¨eqmx middle aged 

eqmx, eq¯‹/eq¯‹v, ey‡ov/eyov/eywo, e„×/e„×v elderly, old 



English 

GKmv‡_ with one another, together 

fvB‡cv, †evb‡cv nephew 

fvBwS, †evbwS niece 

Kuva shoulder 

†`ei, fvïi, kvjv, ỳjvfvB brother-in-law 

bb`, bbvm, fvex, kvjx sister-in-law 

AwffveK guardian 

AvZ¥wbf©ikxj self-confident 

we‡qi Abyôvb wedding (ceremony) 

wek¦vmx faithful 

eq¯‹/eq¯‹v, eqmx elderly 

cvMj crazy 

AvZ¥xq relative 

gvd/ÿgv Kiv to forgive 

weevwnZ Rxeb married life 

cv_©K¨ differences 

Lvc LvIqv‡bv to cope with 

wek¦vm‡hvM¨ reliable 

m‡›`n Kiv to doubt 

Rxeb mv_x life partner 

¯v̂gx I ¯¿x husband and wife 

Awff~Z nIqv to become ashtonished 

kïievwoi †jvKRb In-laws 

ZvjvKcÖvß/ ZvjvKcÖvßv divorced 

eÜy-evÜe, mnKg©x friends/colleagues 

Av‡qvwRZ we‡q arranged marriage 

cQ‡›`i we‡q choice/love marriage 

mvšÍ¦bv †`Iqv to console 

†gjv‡gkv socialising 

D×Z arrogant 

†hŠZzK dowry 



Technology in everyday life 

English

G¨vwcø‡KmvÝ applications 

e¨enviKvix users 

AeKvVv‡gv settings 

kw³kvjx(e¨vUvix, cÖ‡mmi) powerful (battery, processor) 

wbivcËv safety 

eøM, UzBUvi, †dBmeyK, ¯‹vBc blog, twitter, face book, skype 

B›Uvi‡bU, I‡qemvBU, B-†gBj Internet, website, email 

Kw¤úDUvi, j¨vcUc, †gvevBj †dvb, AvBc¨vW computer, laptop, mobile phone, iPad 

Free-time activities 

English 

wjwce× Kiv to record 

D‡ËRbvc~Y© exciting 

cvnv‡o IVv mountain climbing 

cwiPvjK conductor 

Ny‡i †eov‡bv wandering 

„̀k¨ /RvqMv †`Lv sight seeing 



English 

nuvm duck 
djvdj result 
K¬vwšÍKi tiring 
d¬¨vU c ©̀vi †Uwjwfkb flat screen TV 
wUwf e· TV, box, telly 
UªvDU trout 
ivRnuvm goose 
†envjv violin 
a~gvwqZ smoked 
†mwg w¯‹g Kiv ỳa, A‡a©K bwb/mi‡Zvjv ỳa semi-skimmed milk 
N‡ii ˆZix home made 

gay honey 

evQzi veal 

iïb garlic 

m¨vgb salmon 

j¨v¤^ / †fovi gvsm lamb 

†`ŠoSuvc athletics, running 

w¯‹g Kiv ỳa, bwb/mi‡Zvjv ỳa skimmed milk 

gq`v flour 

euvwk flute 

†`Šo c ªwZ‡hvwMZv race 

Miæi gvsm beef 

†Xvj  drums 

AvBm †¯‹wUs ice skating 

my¯v̂ ỳ tasty 

wWg fvwR fried egg 

LwbR cvwb mineral water 

UvwK© turkey 

we¯§q surprise 

K¬ve, msN, mwgwZ club 

Avb›`, Dc‡fvM fun, enjoyment 



English 

Pwe©fiv ỳa full fat milk 

gkjv`vi spicy 

Customs and festivals in Bengali-speaking countries/communities 

English 

evsjv beel© Bengali new year 

C`, c~Rv, †`Iqvjx, bevbœ Eid, Puja, Dewali, harvest festival 

¯v̂axbZv w`em Independence day 

Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

English 

†÷viiæg, fvÐvi, ¸`vg Ni storeroom 

evwZ †bfv‡bv to switch off 

KuvUv, Qzwi, PvgP cutlery 

GKw`‡K hvIqvi iv Í̄v one way street 

evwZ R¡vjv‡bv to switch on 

ivbœvN‡i LvIqvi RvqMv eating area (eg in the kitchen) 

evm/ †Uª‡bi wUwKU ticket (public transport) 

hš¿cvwZ appliance 

cÖk¯Í roomy, spacious 

_vjv-evmb, Møvm crockery 

webvg~‡j¨ free of charge 

meyR RvqMv, cvK© green area, park 

A‡bK¸‡jv cwiev‡ii evm ’̄vb (wZb †_‡K QqZjv) 

wewkó

house for several families (three to six storeys) 

AvmevecÎ furniture 

m¤¢vebv  possibilities 

Rbcwienb public transport 

Kc ©̀Kïb¨ nIqv to be skint 

m¯Ív good value for money, cheap 

Kg`vg discount 

KvbvMwj cul-de-sac 

UvKv-cqmvi †jb‡`b money transaction 



English 

kn‡ii Ask part of the town 

†Rjv district 

Zjv floor, storey 

we ỳ¨r electricity 

†`ivR wd«Rvi chest freezer 

wmuwo staircase 

evmv /evwo e`j Kiv move, moving (house) 

AvKvkPz¤̂x `vjvb sky-scraper 

Social issues 

English 

g` cvb we‡ivax teetotal 

k¦vm breath 

k¦vmKó breathing difficulties 

`vwqZ¡ †bIqv to commit 

Amyweav Kiv to disadvantage 

bovPov Kiv to move 

gv`Kvm³‡`i Rb¨ civgk©‡K› ª̀ advice centre for drug addicts 

†m”QvcÖe„Ë n‡q honorary, voluntarily 

Ilya medicine … 

k¦vm †bIqv to breathe in 

m¤ú~Y©Zv, msnwZ integration 

gv`K`ªe¨ †mebKvix‡`i c~Y©evmb rehab for drug addiction/alcoholism 

Amy¯’ nIqv to be sick 

Kg Pwe©Iqvjv low in fat 

gMR brain 

RxweZ alive 

Lv`¨fxwZ anorexic 

Lvevi, cywómvab food, nourishment 

eY©ev`x Kzms¯‹vi racial prejudice 



English 

eY©ev`x racist 

gv`K drug 

ÿwZ Kiv to harm 

Aciva I †`vl crime and offence 

wgwó sweets 

AwZwi³ †meb overdose 

AwZwi³ IRb overweight 

Gwo‡q hvIqv to avoid 

Global issues 

English 

eb-R½j aŸsm/DRvo deforestation 

wbM©Z †auvqv exhaust fumes 

`xb`wi ª̀, KvOvj needy 

mvi fertiliser 

cybivq e¨env‡ii A‡hvM¨ †evZj non-recyclable bottle 

mvg¨ equality 

Nb-emwZ dense habitation 
gvbyl, gvbe, gvbweK human, humane 
ˆRe eR©¨ waste disposal 
cwi‡e‡ki mgm¨v environmental issues 

M„nnxb‡`i n‡÷j/evm¯’vb/Avevm hostel for homeless people 

†iW µm Red Cross 

†e‡o hvIqv, e„w× cvIqv to exceed 

~̀wlZ Kiv to pollute 
AcPq/bó Kiv to waste 

e¨envi Kiv to use 

wi-mvB‡Kj /cybivq e¨envi Kiv to recycle 

cybe©¨envi recycling 

RxevYy bacteria 
†cvov R¡vjvwb burnt fuel 

I‡Rvb ¯Í‡ii wQ ª̀ hole in o-zone layer 

`¯Ívgy³ †c‡Uªvj unleaded petrol 



Travel and tourism 

English 

¯§viK wPý souvenir 
†Kv‡bvwKQz †`Lv to have a look at something 

English 
Bswjk P¨v‡bj English Channel 
_vKv stay 
Z_¨ information 
fvovi Mvwoi dvg© car rental (firm) 
ZvovZvwo/Rjw` Kiv to hurry 
m½ †`Iqv to accompany 
cÖwZcbœ Kiv  to confirm 
n«` lake 
ev®úPvwjZ †bŠKv steam boat 
†nv‡Uj Af¨_©bv (†W¯‹) welcoming, reception (hotel) 
Avwe¯‹vi Kiv to discover 
g‡b ivLv, ¯§iY Kiv to remember 
mvB‡Kj fvov Kiv bicycle hire 
HwZnvwmK `k©bxq ’̄vb place of historical interest 
cqmv w`‡q †hLv‡b Zzwg gvjcÎ ivL‡Z cv‡iv place where one can leave luggage for payment 

(station, airport)
kxZvcZ-wbqwš¿Z air conditioning 
eªmvi, cÖPvicÎ brochure, leaflet 
ˆmK‡Z emvi †Pqvi beach chair 
ms‡hvM, †hvMv‡hvM connection 
ch©Ub Z_¨ `dZi tourist information office 
QzwUi Rb¨ †`vKvbcvU/AvKl©Y¸‡jv eÜ shops/attractions) closed because of holiday 
cÖ_v, mvgvwRK ixwZbxwZ customs 
wba©vwiZ gvï‡ji AwZwi³ `vwe, Awaïé extra charge, surcharge 



 Current and future study and employment 

My studies 

English 

fvlv mnKvix language assistant 

Life at school/college 

English 

bKj Kiv to copy 
Abycw ’̄Z absent 
Dcw ’̄Z, Dcw ’̄wZ present, attendance 
mgqvbyeZ©xZv punctuality 
wbqg/wbqgKvbyb rules 
¯‹zj cvjv‡bv, kvw Í̄ truanting, punishment, detention 
†nvgIqvK©, evwoi KvR, †Kvm©IqvK© homework, coursework 
†jLvcov, cixÿvi cÖ ‘̄wZ studies, exam preparation 
cixÿvi djvdj/dj exam results 
wimvP©, M‡elYv research 
M¨vc Bqvi, weiwZ eQi gap year 
†m”Qv‡mex volunteer 



English 

D”PviY pronunciation 

DËi †`Iqv to answer 

cixÿvq †dj Kiv /AK…ZKvh© nIqv to fail (exam/test) 

cÖkœ Kiv to ask a question 

djvdj result, outcome 

K…wZZ¡ achievement 

KvwU©R, KviZzR cartridge 

KuvwP scissors 

¯‹zj cvjv‡bv †Q‡j/ †g‡q truant 

kvw Í̄ punishment 

Dc‡ii K¬v‡mi/K¬v‡ki mv‡_ hvIqv to be moved up to the next year group 

Education post-16 

English 

wb‡qvM Kiv to employ 

cÖ‡KŠkj K‡jR/gnvwe`¨vjq technical college 

Mvn© ’̄¨ A_©bxwZ home economics 

eva¨Zvg~jK welqvw` compulsory subjects 

mgvR we`¨v, ivRbxwZ social studies, politics 

Hw”QK welqvw` optional subjects 

e¨emv cvV, A_©bxwZ Business studies, Economics 

Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

English 

wb‡qvMKZ©v employer 

dvg©vwm÷ pharmacist 

mfv, Av‡jvPbv meeting, discussion 

Awdm, e¨emv cÖwZôvb office, business organisation 

D‡ØM concern 

ỳwðšÍv worries 

KvD‡K eiLv Í̄ Kiv to sack someone 

Av‡qvRb Kiv to arrange 

cyi¯‹…Z Kiv rewarding 

Avq, †ivRMvi income 

evwl©K annual 

wb‡qvM appointment 






	Contents
	1 Introduction
	1.1 Why choose AQA for GCSE Bengali
	1.1.1 A specification designed for you and your students
	1.1.2 Languages for life

	1.2 Support and resources to help you teach
	1.2.1 Teaching resources
	Preparing for exams
	Analyse your students' results with Enhanced Results Analysis (ERA)
	Keep your skills up-to-date with professional development
	Help and support


	2 Specification at a glance
	2.1 Subject content
	2.2 Assessments

	3 Subject content
	3.1 Themes
	3.1.1 Theme 1: Identity and culture
	Topic 1: Me, my family and friends
	Topic 2: Technology in everyday life
	Topic 3: Free-time activities
	Topic 4: Customs and festivals in Bengali speaking countries/communities

	3.1.2 Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
	Topic 1: Home, town, neighbourhood and region
	Topic 2: Social issues
	Topic 3: Global issues
	Topic 4: Travel and tourism

	3.1.3 Theme 3: Current and future study and employment
	Topic 1: My studies
	Topic 2: Life at school/college
	Topic 3: Education post-16
	Topic 4: Jobs, career choices and ambitions


	3.2 Scope of study
	3.2.1 Listening: understand and respond to spoken language
	3.2.2 Speaking: communicate and interact in speech
	3.2.3 Reading: understand and respond to written language
	3.2.4 Writing: communicate in writing

	3.3 Grammar
	3.3.1 Foundation Tier
	3.3.1.1 Nouns
	3.3.1.2 Articles
	3.3.1.3 Adjectives
	Ordinary adjectives

	3.3.1.4 Adverbs
	3.3.1.5 Quantifiers/intensifiers
	3.3.1.6 Pronouns
	3.3.1.7 Verbs
	3.3.1.8 Postpositions
	3.3.1.9 Conjunctions
	3.3.1.10 Particles

	3.3.2 Higher Tier
	3.3.2.1 Articles
	3.3.2.2 Adjectives
	3.3.2.3 Pronouns
	3.3.2.4 Verbs
	3.3.2.5 Postpositions
	3.3.2.6 Conjunctions
	3.3.2.7 Number, quantity, dates and time
	3.3.2.8 Note on spelling


	3.4 Communication strategies
	3.4.1 Ignoring words which are not needed
	3.4.2 Using the visual and verbal context
	3.4.3 Making use of grammatical markers and categories
	3.4.4 Making use of the social and cultural context
	3.4.5 Using common patterns with Bengali
	3.4.6 Strategies specifically for reading and understanding
	3.4.7 Strategies specifically for listening and understanding
	3.4.8 Strategies for production
	3.4.9 Non-verbal strategies
	3.4.9.1 Pointing and demonstration
	3.4.9.2 Expression and gesture
	3.4.9.3 Mime
	3.4.9.4 Drawing

	3.4.10 Verbal Strategies
	3.4.10.1 Using a word which refers to a similar item
	3.4.10.2 Description of physical properties
	3.4.10.3 Requests for help
	3.4.10.4 Simplification
	3.4.10.5 Paraphrase
	3.4.10.6 Reference to specific features
	3.4.10.7 Reference to the function of an object



	4 Scheme of assessment
	4.1 Aims and learning outcomes
	4.2 Assessment objectives
	4.2.1 Assessment objective weightings for GCSE Bengali
	4.2.1.1 Foundation and Higher Tiers


	4.3 Assessment weightings
	4.3.1 Foundation Tier
	4.3.2 Higher Tier

	4.4 Paper 1: Listening
	4.4.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

	4.5 Paper 2: Speaking
	4.5.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier
	4.5.1.1 Role-play (15 marks)
	4.5.1.2 Photo card (15 marks)
	4.5.1.3 General conversation (30 marks)


	4.6 Paper 3: Reading
	4.6.1 Foundation Tier and Higher Tier

	4.7 Paper 4: Writing
	4.7.1 Foundation Tier
	4.7.1.1 Question 1 (8 marks)
	4.7.1.2 Question 2 (16 marks)
	4.7.1.3 Question 3 (10 marks)
	4.7.1.4 Question 4 (16 marks)

	4.7.2 Higher Tier
	4.7.2.1 Question 1 (16 marks)
	4.7.2.2 Question 2 (32 marks)
	4.7.2.3 Question 3 (12 marks)


	4.8 Assessment criteria
	4.8.1 Listening
	4.8.2 Speaking
	4.8.2.1 Foundation Tier
	Part 1: Role-play (15 marks)
	Part 2: Photo card (15 marks)
	Part 3: General conversation (30 marks)
	Communication
	Range and accuracy of language
	Pronunciation and intonation
	Spontaneity and fluency


	4.8.2.2 Higher Tier
	Part 1: Role-play (15 marks)
	Part 2: Photo card (15 marks)
	Part 3: General conversation (30 marks)
	Communication
	Range and accuracy of language
	Pronunciation and intonation
	Spontaneity and fluency



	4.8.3 Reading
	4.8.4 Writing
	4.8.4.1 Foundation Tier
	Question 1 (8 marks)
	Question 2 (16 marks)
	Content
	Quality of language

	Question 3 (10 marks)
	Conveying key messages
	Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures

	Question 4 (16 marks)
	Content
	Quality of language


	4.8.4.2 Higher Tier
	Question 1 (16 marks)
	Content
	Quality of language

	Question 2 (32 marks)
	Content
	Range of language
	Accuracy

	Question 3 (12 marks)
	Conveying key messages
	Application of grammatical knowledge of language and structures





	5 General administration
	5.1 Entries and codes
	5.2 Overlaps with other qualifications
	5.3 Awarding grades and reporting results
	5.4 Re-sits and shelf life
	5.5 Previous learning and prerequisites
	5.6 Access to assessment: diversity and inclusion
	Students with disabilities and special needs
	Special consideration

	5.7 Working with AQA for the first time
	5.8 Private candidates

	Appendix: General vocabulary



