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Course Information 

Projects 

The Art and Design GCSE is made up of two elements, portfolio work and the final exam.  

 

The portfolio work will be created in Year 10 and the first term of year 11. You will work on 

a number of projects in this time and at the end of year 11 you will select your best work and 

submit this for marking. The portfolio mark will account for 60% of your final grade. 

 

The exam will be 10 hours, spread over 2 days and sat at the end of year 11. You will have 

from the beginning of January to prepare for the exam and complete all your preparation 

work in your sketchbook. You will be given a theme by Edexcel and you will have to 

investigate this for your exam. 

 

Year 10 

During Year 10 you will be working on 2 different projects. Natural Forms and the Manmade 

Structures project 

 

Year 11 

In Year 11 you will be completing the Manmade Structures project before beginning the 

exam prep in January. It’s crucial that you use your experiences of Year 10 to develop your 

routines/organisation of project structure.  

 

After the Christmas holidays you will be given the exam paper from Edexcel. You will then 

be given around 10 weeks to complete your preparation work. You will then complete your 

final 10 hour exam. All work completed for this exam will count towards 40% of your final 

mark. The Natural forms project and the Manmade Structures project count towards 60% of 

your grade. 

Assessment 

You will be issued your target grades and current working grades so you can track your 

progress. 

 

During the projects, you will periodically be given written feedback on your sketchbook work 

and artwork through tutorial points and notes in sketchbooks. 

 

During lessons you will also be given verbal feedback which you can use instantly to improve 

your work! 
 

Your coursework and exam work will be marked by your art teacher using the GCSE 

assessment objectives at the end of the course. 



 

 

Assessment Objectives Explained 
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Grade Information 

Below are a series of statements that explain the difference between some of the grades in Art and Design. 

Type to enter text 

Grades 9 to 8 



 

 

Grade Information 

Grades 7 to 6 



 

 

Grade Information 

Grades 5 to 4 



 
 

 
 
 

Analysing Artists - Style 1 Analysing Artists  



 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analysing your own work 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Websites and Resources 

http://www.tate.org.uk/ 
An encyclopaedia of artist’s works, exhibitions (past and present) 

Gallery websites are a great place to find information, simply google search galleries 

for more links. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/ 
Course advice and tips from the BBC 

 

 

http://www.google.com/culturalinstitute/project/art-

project?hl=en 
Google Art Project 

A great website for researching different artists - includes some great videos on how 

to develop your projects 

 

https://theartyteacher.com/artists-themes/ 
A great website for researching different artists 

 

http://www.studentartguide.com/ 
The Student Art Guide 

Contains ideas, help and guidance from students and teachers around the world on 

your GCSE 

 

http://www.juliastubbs.co.uk/ 
100s of examples of pages from student sketchbooks and artwork at GCSE 

 

 

http://www.pinterest.com/ 
A visual discovery tool that you can use to collect ideas for the different projects and 

themes (great for finding artists and other examples of GCSE artwork) 

 

Books 

 
There are a range of books in the art rooms, they can be a great starting 

place if you are in need of inspiration! 

A recommendation…. 
Art- The definitive visual guide- Andrew Graham Dixon 

http://www.tate.org.uk/
https://theartyteacher.com/artists-themes/

